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The Opioid Problem



Opioids
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1980 letter 
to NEJM

• Marginally scientific 
case review

• Cited by over 600 
subsequent 
publications 
supporting broader 
use of opioids
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1999-2000 Pain Management Standards
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Pain Scale Skepticism (2006-2016)
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Pain Management Standards (2017)
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Opioid Prescribing Nationally
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SC Medicaid Prescribing
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SC Medicaid Opioid Prescriptions
Excludes cancer, hospice, sickle cell 

Opioid Prescriptions SUD Diagnosed Beneficiaries



Decreasing Prescription Supply
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Decreasing Prescription Supply
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Decreasing Prescription Supply
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Decreasing Prescription Supply
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Increased Incidence of SUD
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Increased Incidence of SUD
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Increased Incidence of SUD
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Increased Incidence of SUD
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SC Overdose Deaths
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Source: SCDHEC



Action to Date



“All of the Above”

• Controlling the Supply

• Limits of naïve opioid prescriptions and dosing best practices

• Prescription drug monitoring program (PDMP) mandate

• Provider education and drug utilization review (DUR)

• Steering Demand

• Pharmacy lock-in program

• Non-opioid pain management (OTC drugs, PT)

• Identification and Treatment Options

• SBIRT focused on preventing Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome

• MAiN – Managing Abstinence in Newborns (GHS)

• DATA-waived MAT physicians – naltrexone, buprenorphine

• Naloxone/Narcan® for overdose reversal

• Telemedicine and emergency room initiated MAT

• Managed care: IMD ‘in-lieu-of’ and MAT prior authorization alignment

• SUD treatment in state’s first 1115 waiver
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• 2017-42 - Proclamation of a Statewide Public Health 
Emergency and establishment of the Opioid 
Emergency Response Team
• Report issued June 20, 2018

• 2017-43 - Directing the Department of Health and 
Human Services to develop a Policy for Prescribing, 
Dispensing and Administering Controlled 
Substances 
• Superseded by Act 201 of 2018 and EO 2018-19

• House Opioid Abuse Prevention Study Committee: 
reports issued and efforts ongoing

Executive Orders
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Future Actions and Open Questions



On the Horizon

• OTP/methadone

• Mobile methadone

• Non-opioid pain management

• Medicaid funding for information technology

• New federal legislation
• Provider capacity demonstration

• Telehealth guidance and best practices

• Former foster care coverage

• SUD health homes

• Data sharing across state and federal entities

• Lots of reporting, reports and studies…
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