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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 59-40-50(B)(7), relating to admissions to charter schools; so as to provide a penalty for charter schools that do not have an enrollment that reflects the racial composition of the local school district in which the charter school is located or that of the targeted student population of the local school district that the charter school proposes to serve.

[bookmark: ew_fa0b3c36c]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d9c59484a][bookmark: dl_294a91e80]SECTION 1.	Section 59-40-50(B)(7) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C40N50_b6495b85f][bookmark: ss_T59C40N50S7_lv1_3fcefa9ad]	(7) admit all children eligible to attend public school to a charter school, subject to space limitations, except in the case of an application to create a single gender charter school or, in the case of a charter school designated as an Alternative Education Campus, pursuant to Section 59-40-111, with an explicit mission and purpose of specializing in providing evidence-based, specific educational or behavioral health services for educationally disadvantaged students with a demonstrated need for such services. Demonstrated need may include, but not be limited to, as documented in an Individualized Education Program (IEP), 504 plan, a medical or psychological diagnosis, or documentation that the student is not meeting grade-specific standards in literacy as documented by the student's school. For purposes of this section, educationally disadvantaged students are those students as defined by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Evidence-based services must include, but are not limited to, services to students who need evidence-based, specialized, multi-sensory instruction in literacy or other services included in the students' IEP or 504 plan. This specialized mission and purpose must be defined in the school's charter and charter contract as approved by the sponsor and as allowed by ESSA. However, it is required that the racial composition of the charter school enrollment reflect that of the local school district in which the charter school is located or that of the targeted student population of the local school district that the charter school proposes to serve, to be defined for the purposes of this chapter as differing by no more than twenty percent from that population. Charter schools whose racial composition does not meet this requirement by ten percent or less shall be subject to a penalty the following fiscal year in the amount equal to two percent of the school’s state aid to classroom funding. Charter schools whose racial composition does not meet this requirement by greater than ten percent shall be subject to a penalty the following fiscal year in the amount equal to five percent of the school’s state aid to classroom funding. This requirement is also subject to the provisions of Section 59-40-70(D). If the number of applications exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or building, students must be accepted by lot, and there is no appeal to the sponsor. In the case of a charter school designated as an Alternative Education Campus, pursuant to Section 59-40-111, that is serving educationally disadvantaged students, if the number of applicants exceeds the capacity of a program, class, grade level, or building, students may be accepted by weighted lot as allowed by ESSA with mission-aligned preference and the process clearly described in their charter and charter contract approved by their sponsor, and there is no appeal to the sponsor;

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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