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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws so as to provide that a county may impose an additional driver’s license fee and an additional motor vehicle licensing and registration fee from residents new to this State upon a successful referendum, and to provide that the funds realized from the additional fees must be used only for county infrastructure, public education related expenses, and greenspace conservation or preservation; by amending Section 56‑1‑20, relating to Driver’s license required, surrender and disposition of out‑of‑state licenses, local licenses, so as to provide that a county may assess an additional fee pursuant to a successful referendum; and by amending Section 56‑3‑210, relating to THE Time period for procuring registration and license, temporary license plates, transfer of license plates, so as to provide that a county may assess an additional fee pursuant to a SUCCESSFUL referendum.
	Amend Title To Conform

[bookmark: ew_68ca91d44]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_c42897133][bookmark: dl_d7f4544bd]SECTION 1.	Chapter 10, Title 4 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_4a5ee70fe]	Article 11

[bookmark: up_8470f9073]	Additional Driver’s License Fees

[bookmark: ns_T4C10N1110_51fc2e6d4][bookmark: ss_T4C10N1110SA_lv1_b3fdc3b3f]	Section 4-10-1110.	(A) A county government may impose additional driver’s license fees as provided for in Section 56‑1‑20(C) and 56‑3‑210(C)(2) on new residents to the State subject to a successful referendum.
[bookmark: ss_T4C10N1110SB_lv1_91afe0da7]	(B) A referendum may be initiated either by an ordinance adopted by the county council or by a petition calling for a referendum signed by at least five percent of the resident electors of the county. The county council shall transmit the ordinance or petition calling for the referendum to the county election commission.

[bookmark: ns_T4C10N1120_479996a35][bookmark: ss_T4C10N1120SA_lv1_8f7db2af1]	Section 4-10-1120.	(A) Upon receipt of the ordinance or the petition from county council, the county election commission shall conduct a referendum on the question of imposing an additional driver’s license fee. A referendum for this purpose must be held at the next general election for representatives. Two weeks before the referendum, the election commission shall publish in a newspaper of general circulation the question that is to appear on the ballot. This notice is in lieu of any other notice otherwise required by law.
[bookmark: ss_T4C10N1120SB_lv1_ca8092ce3]	(B) All qualified electors desiring to vote in favor of imposing the tax shall vote “Yes” and all qualified electors opposed to imposing the tax shall vote “No”. If a majority of the votes cast are in favor of imposing the additional fees, the fees must be imposed as provided in this article, and beginning on January first after November in which the referendum is held. The election commission shall conduct the referendum under the election laws of this State, mutatis mutandis, and shall certify the results no later than December thirty-first to the county governing body and to the Department of Transportation.
[bookmark: ss_T4C10N1120SC_lv1_0a9dbfaac]	(C) Upon receipt of the returns of the referendum, the county council, by resolution, shall declare the results thereof. The county council shall transmit a copy of the resolution to the Executive Director of the Department of Motor Vehicles within seven days of its adoption. The results of the referendum may not be questioned except by a suit or proceeding instituted within thirty days from the date the resolution is adopted.
[bookmark: ss_T4C10N1120SD_lv1_7e93ce9cd][bookmark: ss_T4C10N1120S1_lv2_df5001de6][bookmark: up_9628f194]	(D)(1) The referendum question concerning whether to impose an additional fee on drivers’ licenses must read substantially as follows:

[bookmark: up_c40a08ac3]	“Must an additional two hundred fifty‑dollar fee be collected on drivers’ licenses issued to those people establishing a residence in _______ County from another state or country, the proceeds of which shall be expended in the following manner?

[bookmark: up_e1cc88a36]_____% for county infrastructure
[bookmark: up_d509cde0c]_____% for public education related expenses
[bookmark: up_8a18936cf]_____% for greenspace conservation or preservation
[bookmark: up_2c00e57db]Yes []
[bookmark: up_ce457fdc8]No []”

[bookmark: ns_T4C10N1130_a388b6558]	Section 4-10-1130.	The funds collected pursuant to a successful referendum may only be spent for expenses related to county infrastructure, public education, and for greenspace conservation or preservation programs. The referendum must identify the percentage of the funds that will be dedicated to each permissible purpose. A county may choose to fund fewer than all of the permissible purposes.

[bookmark: ns_T4C10N1140_c6ae1bf95][bookmark: ss_T4C10N1140SA_lv1_c6cacd24a]	Section 4-10-1140.	(A) The funds derived from the fees collected pursuant to this article must be remitted to the county treasurer in which the fee was collected.
[bookmark: ss_T4C10N1140SB_lv1_9c15a08f0]	(B) County council shall appropriate the funds derived in accordance with the provisions contained in the referendum for infrastructure or greenspace conservation or preservation.
[bookmark: ss_T4C10N1140SC_lv1_ecd481070]	(C) Funds derived from the fees for public education shall be disbursed by the county treasurer to each school district in the county in direct proportion to the number of people subject to the new fees in each school district. The school district board of trustees shall appropriate the funds it receives.

[bookmark: ns_T4C10N1150_6ff084f00]	Section 4-10-1150.	The fees authorized in this article may be rescinded within a county in the same manner as authorized for imposition. However, a referendum to rescind the fees must be held only once every five years.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_f0a399256][bookmark: dl_81335441b]SECTION 2.	Section 56‑1‑20 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T56C1N20_715c8309d][bookmark: ss_T56C1N20SA_lv1_3ae5668ba]	Section 56‑1‑20.	(A) No person, except those expressly exempted in this article shall drive any motor vehicle upon a highway in this State unless such person has a valid motor vehicle drivers’ license issued to him under the provisions of this article. No person shall receive a motor vehicle drivers’ license unless and until he surrenders to the Department of Motor Vehicles all valid operators’ licenses in his possession issued to him by any other state within forty-five days of becoming a resident of this State, unless specifically exempted by law. All surrendered licenses shall be returned by the department to the issuing department, agency, or political subdivision. No person shall be permitted to have more than one valid motor vehicle drivers’ license or operators’ license at any time.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N20SB_lv1_8202d2706]	(B) Any person holding a currently valid motor vehicle driver's license issued under this article may exercise the privilege thereby granted upon all streets and highways in the State and shall not be required to obtain any other license to exercise such privilege by any county, municipal, or local board or body having authority to adopt local police regulations; provided, however, that this provision shall not serve to prevent a county, municipal, or local board from requiring persons to obtain additional licenses to operate taxis, buses, or other public conveyances.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N20SC_lv1_aa2ec2389][bookmark: ss_T56C1N20S1_lv2_b94023ed5]	(C)(1) A person being issued a license pursuant to this article who surrenders a valid operator’s license in his possession issued to him by any other state as required in subsection (A) and who is establishing residence in a county in which a successful referendum has been held pursuant to Section 4-10-1120, must pay a one‑time fee of two hundred fifty dollars in addition to all other applicable fees and charges before he may be issued a motor vehicle driver’s license or operator’s license in this State.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N20S2_lv2_3f1af13a3]		(2) The one-time fee required pursuant to the provisions of this subsection does not apply to a person, his spouse, or his dependent, if the person is in this State for purposes of active duty military service as defined in Section 40-36-520.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_a2ca319b9]SECTION 3.	 After the first county adopts a resolution pursuant to this act, the fees required pursuant to this act shall not begin to be collected for six months. The provisions contained in this section only apply to the first county in which a successful referendum pursuant to this act is held.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_0b499a95c][bookmark: severability_713d23adf]SECTION 4.	If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions of this act, the General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this act, and each and every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 5.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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