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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by adding Section 59-29-610 so as to PROVIDE THAT PUBLICLY FUNDED SCHOOLS MUST RESPECT THE INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND STAFF BY ADHERING TO CERTAIN INSTRUCTIONAL PRINCIPLES; by adding Section 59-29-620 so as to provide that this article may not be construed to violate the public school student's first amendment rights or prohibit the promotion of diversity and inclusiveness; by adding Section 59-101-440 so as to PROVIDE THAT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES MUST RESPECT THE INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS, AND STAFF BY ADHERING TO CERTAIN INSTRUCTIONAL PRINCIPLES; and by adding Section 59-101-450 so as to provide that this section may not be construed to violate the college or university student's first amendment rights or prohibit the promotion of diversity and inclusiveness.

[bookmark: ew_02f777d8e]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_9ad763f8b][bookmark: dl_b848d09a7]SECTION 1.	Chapter 29, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_12b88640d]	Article 5

[bookmark: up_a6f0b4310]	Intellectual Freedom

[bookmark: ns_T59C29N610_bc0ab9047][bookmark: ss_T59C29N610SA_lv1_11b018a5c]	Section 59-29-610.	(A) The board of trustees for each school district shall implement policies for every school in the district respecting the intellectual freedom and dignity of each student, teacher, and staff member. Accordingly, instruction and teaching materials on the topics enumerated in this section must be consistent with the following principles:
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610S1_lv2_22ccd8b3e]		(1)	no race is inherently superior to another race;
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610S2_lv2_f47f0f117]		(2)	no person is inherently racist, sexist, or oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously, solely by virtue of the individual’s race or gender;
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610S3_lv2_1fce1efbc]		(3)	no person’s moral character is inherently determined by his race or gender;
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610S4_lv2_13f044cb9]		(4)	a person, by virtue of his race or gender, does not bear personal responsibility for actions committed in the past by other members of the same race or gender;
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610S5_lv2_6b3af46cd]		(5)	a person should not be instructed that he must feel guilt, anguish, or other forms of psychological distress for actions, in which he played no part, committed in the past by other members of the same race or gender; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610S6_lv2_02a900e54]		(6)	an individual should not be discriminated against or receive adverse treatment due solely to his race or gender.
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610SB_lv1_6e8552bb5]	(B) Instructional personnel may facilitate discussions and use curricula to address, in an age-appropriate manner, how the freedoms of persons have been infringed by sexism, slavery, racial oppression, racial segregation, and racial discrimination. Such discussions may include topics related to the enactment and enforcement of laws resulting in sexism, racial oppression, racial segregation, and racial discrimination, including how recognition of these freedoms have overturned these unjust laws. However, classroom instruction and curricula may not be used to indoctrinate or persuade students to any particular point of view inconsistent with the principles of this section or State academic standards.
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N610SC_lv1_d5e29461a]	(C) The State Department of Education shall assist the school districts in identifying the most appropriate means for integrating these requirements into their existing curriculums.

[bookmark: ns_T59C29N620_5ada79860]	Section 59-29-620.	This article may not be construed to:
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N620S1_lv1_120d72817]	(1) unduly burden or violate a person’s state and federal constitutional rights, including, but not limited to, the First amendment to the United States Constitution and Article I, Section 2 of the South Carolina Constitution; or
[bookmark: ss_T59C29N620S2_lv1_e2fd5d29e]	(2) prohibit the promotion of racial, cultural, ethnic, or intellectual diversity or inclusiveness, so long as such efforts do not conflict with the requirements of this article.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_52ad88c8d][bookmark: dl_e0f06e840]SECTION 2.	Chapter 101, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N440_db6adc363][bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SA_lv1_66ad1cda8]	Section 59-101-440.	(A) The board of trustees for each college and university shall implement policies respecting the intellectual freedom and dignity of each student, teacher, and staff member. Accordingly, instruction and teaching materials on the topics enumerated in this section must be consistent with the following principles:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S1_lv2_af37064f9]		(1) no race is inherently superior to another race;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S2_lv2_6a55960ea]		(2) no person is inherently racist, sexist, or oppressive, whether consciously or unconsciously, solely by virtue of the individual’s race or gender;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S3_lv2_29ffbc5f0]		(3) no person’s moral character is inherently determined by his race or gender;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S4_lv2_be7ff8fd3]		(4) a person, by virtue of his race or gender, does not bear personal responsibility for actions committed in the past by other members of the same race or gender;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S5_lv2_b143e288e]		(5) a person should not be instructed that he must feel guilt, anguish, or other forms of psychological distress for actions, in which he played no part, committed in the past by other members of the same race or gender; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S6_lv2_271261221]		(6) an individual should not be discriminated against or receive adverse treatment due solely to his race or gender.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SB_lv1_155cfbc9f]	(B) Instructional personnel may facilitate discussions and use curricula to address, in an age-appropriate manner, how the freedoms of persons have been infringed by sexism, slavery, racial oppression, racial segregation, and racial discrimination. Such discussions may include topics related to the enactment and enforcement of laws resulting in sexism, racial oppression, racial segregation, and racial discrimination, including how recognition of these freedoms have overturned these unjust laws. However, classroom instruction and curricula may not be used to indoctrinate or persuade students to any particular point of view inconsistent with the principles of this section or State academic standards.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SC_lv1_6d0bcf9f4]	(C) The Commission on Higher Education shall assist the colleges and universities in identifying the most appropriate means for integrating these requirements into their existing curriculums.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N450_3b4f22f62]	Section 59-101-450.	This article may not be construed to:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N450S1_lv1_64525ae76]	(1) unduly burden or violate a person’s state and federal constitutional rights, including, but not limited to, the First amendment to the United States Constitution and Article I, Section 2 of the South Carolina Constitution; or
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N450S2_lv1_57a593801]	(2) prohibit the promotion of racial, cultural, ethnic, or intellectual diversity or inclusiveness, so long as such efforts do not conflict with the requirements of this article.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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