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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 44-75-105 SO AS TO PROHIBIT ATHLETIC SKILLS TRAINERS FROM RECRUITING STUDENT ATHLETES TO TRANSFER TO THE SPORTS TEAMS OF OTHER SCHOOLS, TO DEFINE PROHIBITED CONDUCT, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.

[bookmark: ew_e68f46cb6]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_63604f656][bookmark: dl_fb112f6ab]SECTION 1.	Chapter 75, Title 44 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T44C75N105_a51573263][bookmark: ss_T44C75N105SA_lv1_529bec273][bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S1_lv2_a81990f24]	Section 44‑75‑105.	(A)(1) For purposes of this section, “athletic skills trainer” means a person who, through guided drills, practice, or exercise, is employed by either a sports team or an individual athlete to develop or hone skills in a specific sport or sports. An athletic skills trainer may also teach and help develop the fundamentals of a specific sport or sports. 
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S2_lv2_7862d2432]		(2) An athletic skills trainer may not act individually or on the behalf of anyone or any entity to recruit, unduly influence, entice, pressure, or use direct or indirect communications that would cause a student athlete to transfer to the sports team of another school. This prohibited conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following:
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105Sa_lv3_04fcc5f4a]			(a)	asking the student to transfer to the school or enroll in the school of the athletic skills trainer;
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105Sb_lv3_2b40d289f]			(b)	offering financial aid for transportation, room, board, or clothing to the student;
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105Sc_lv3_d9731c062]			(c)	promising a job for the student or the parent or guardian of the student;
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105Sd_lv3_55af9a365]			(d)	giving special privileges or conferring anything of value, such as employment or housing, to the parent or guardian of the student;
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105Se_lv3_df4c9df7b]			(e)	promising help in securing a college scholarship for the student;
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105Sf_lv3_fa609f88f]			(f)	offering any other privilege or consideration to induce or influence the student to transfer from one school to the school of the athletic skills trainer or enroll in the school of the athletic skills trainer because of the athletic ability of the student; or
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105Sg_lv3_bd2bf1a01]			(g)	giving the student any consideration not afforded other students.
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105SB_lv1_5a21e0f0b][bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S1_lv2_478e5f16f]	(B)(1)	An athletic skills trainer who violates the provisions of this section is subject to discipline by the South Carolina High School League.
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S2_lv2_1da6a3277]		(2)	A student who transfers to a school or enrolls in a school because of recruiting, undue influence, or special inducement in violation of the provisions of this subsection is ineligible for participating in any interscholastic activities for a period of one calendar year from the date of the determination of the violation. A school adjudged guilty of being an active or passive participant in, or beneficiary of, such recruiting, undue influence, or special inducement must be subjected to disciplinary action by the entity that supervises interscholastic activities of the school, including fines, reprimands, forfeiture of contests in which the ineligible participant dressed for participation, and forfeiture of related honors.
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105SC_lv1_6f6843907]	(C)	The provisions of this section apply notwithstanding any conflicting rule or regulation of a private entity that supervises interscholastic activities.
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105SD_lv1_4381179ef]	(D) 	The South Carolina High School League is hereby authorized to develop a program for individuals to be designated by the league as a certified athletic skills trainer if the program, as part of its certification process, includes instruction on:
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S1_lv2_3b510773d]		(1) league rules;
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S2_lv2_69515723c]		(2) rules related to the transfer of high school students to other schools;
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S3_lv2_91eab45dc]		(3) complete First Aid instruction in CPR and AED use; and 
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105S4_lv2_eeb6881f3]		(4) complete record keeping standards. 
[bookmark: ss_T44C75N105SE_lv1_e675792c3]	(E)	The South Carolina High School League shall maintain records of all athletic skills trainers it certifies, to include the trainer’s name, mailing address, email address, contact phone number, mobile phone number, and contact information valid during normal business hours.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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