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(R124, H4047)

[bookmark: at_a66f79e64]AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING SECTION 50-15-100 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE RELEASE OF RECORDS REGARDING THE OCCURRENCE OF RARE, THREATENED, ENDANGERED, OR IMPERILED PLANT AND ANIMAL SPECIES BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

[bookmark: ew_03fc3ec1a]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Prohibition of release of certain records

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d82b50c3f][bookmark: dl_7112b5be4]SECTION 1.	Article 1, Chapter 15, Title 50 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T50C15N100_9589cff3f][bookmark: ss_T50C15N100SA_lv1_dc2b92a11]	Section 50‑15‑100.	(A) The department may not release records in its possession that contain site‑specific information including, but not limited to, unique numeric identifiers of precise geographic locations, telemetry, or other locational data, regarding the occurrence of federal‑ or state‑listed rare, threatened, species in need of management, endangered, or otherwise imperiled plant and animal species on public or private property, except in support of scientific, conservation, or educational purposes. The owner or owners of private property upon which threatened, endangered, or at-risk species occur shall be entitled to records specific to said property upon the request to the department.

Time effective

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 7th day of March, 2024.
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