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A concurrent RESOLUTION

TO DECLARE AUGUST 8, 2023, “CLOG DANCING DAY” IN THE PALMETTO STATE.

[bookmark: wa_8d91a6d02]Whereas, the multifaceted art form of clog dancing is a manifestation of the cultural heritage of our nation, reflecting the intermingling of European, Native American, and African cultures into an exemplification of the American spirit that should be, through documentation and archival and performance support, transmitted to succeeding generations; and

[bookmark: wa_ec74c6806]Whereas, clog dancing in all its forms, including flatfooting, buck dancing, jig dancing, step dancing, and power tap, has had a historic and continuing influence on the social culture of our nation. This influence comes forth from school activities, 4-H programs, performance opportunities, and competitive opportunities and has opened many doors for international travel to numerous folk festivals around the world. For centuries, clog dancing has influenced American entertainment, from the front porches of our hometown musicians to the stages of the Grand Ole Opry and Broadway. In addition, this beloved dance form has been included in numerous film projects; and

[bookmark: wa_4f11359c0]Whereas, rooted in diversity and inclusivity, clog dancing is a joyful, inspirational outlet that provides a source of enjoyment, creativity, and self-expression for Americans, as well as for cloggers around the world, both professional and amateur; and

[bookmark: wa_254ef05a8]Whereas, it is in the best interest of the people of our nation to preserve, promote, and celebrate this uniquely American art form; and

[bookmark: wa_7e38dbe96]Whereas, known affectionately as the “grandfather of modern clog dancing,” William “Bill” Nichols made an outstanding contribution to the art of clog dancing on both recreational and competitive platforms; and

[bookmark: wa_8110bf8b2]Whereas, August 8, as the anniversary of the passing of Bill Nichols, is an appropriate day on which to refocus the attention of the nation on American clog dancing and to encourage everyone to indulge in clog dancing’s lighthearted entertainment and exercise. Now, therefore,

[bookmark: up_bfd15da30]Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

[bookmark: up_ee967f2a3]That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, declare August 8, 2023, “Clog Dancing Day” in the Palmetto State.
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