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(A176, R217, H4611)

[bookmark: at_6b416f16b]AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA code of laws BY ADDING SECTION 50-11-785 SO AS TO PROHIBIT THE UNLAWFUL REMOVAL OR DESTRUCTION OF ELECTRONIC COLLARs OR OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICEs PLACED ON DOGs BY their OWNERs and to provide penalties.

[bookmark: ew_b0e007498]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Unlawful removal or destruction of an electronic collar

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d22311cf8][bookmark: dl_7bf0b55ab]SECTION 1.	Chapter 1, Title 50 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T50C11N785_b399ff8e0][bookmark: ss_T50C11N785SA_lv1_e57d303ce]	Section 50‑11‑785.	(A) It is unlawful to intentionally remove or destroy an electronic collar or other electronic device placed on a dog by its owner.
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N785SB_lv1_5f8f81e25]	(B) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be:
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N785S1_lv2_c04e4d56e]		(1) fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than ten days for a first offense; or
[bookmark: ss_T50C11N785S2_lv2_c13925686]		(2) fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days for a second or subsequent offense.

Time effective

[bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 15th day of May, 2024.

Approved the 20th day of May, 2024. 
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