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A house RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR BISHOPVILLE NATIVE DRINK SMALL, AMERICAN SOUL BLUES AND ELECTRIC BLUES GUITARIST, PIANIST, SINGER, AND SONGWRITER, FOR HIS LONG AND SUCCESSFUL CAREER.

[bookmark: wa_66d30a1b6]Whereas, born on January 28, 1933, Drink Small’s musical journey began in a family deeply rooted in the world of music. His sharecropper parents, themselves musicians, laid the foundation for their son’s lifelong passion for music; and

[bookmark: wa_ae4750b61]Whereas, the young musician experienced a challenging early life, including a severe back injury at the age of 8, which ended his days picking cotton but ignited his love for music. Despite setbacks, Drink Small persevered, teaching himself to play the guitar on his uncle’s one-string guitar and crafting makeshift instruments, such as a guitar strung with an old inner tube; and

[bookmark: wa_9b2d137d1]Whereas, during his youth, his musical talent and dedication led him to organize a local gospel group, the Six Stars, and in high school he continued to hone his skills by performing with a professional gospel group, the Golden Five. In 1955, Drink Small’s journey took a significant turn when he moved to Columbia to play guitar with another gospel group, the Spiritualaires. From there, he embarked on a journey that included performances at the Apollo Theater in Harlem and collaborations with iconic artists like Sam Cooke, the Staple Singers, and the Harmonizing Four; and

[bookmark: wa_b887b091c]Whereas, his musical influences were diverse, ranging from gospel and blues legends like Sister Rosetta Tharpe and Blind Boy Fuller to television shows such as Soul Train and The Lawrence Welk Show. These influences shaped his unique musical style, which drew from Piedmont blues, gospel, rhythm and blues, boogie-woogie, Delta blues, and Chicago blues traditions; and

[bookmark: wa_9cac1574b]Whereas, Drink Small transitioned from gospel to secular music in the 1950s, and his reputation as one of the best guitarists in gospel music served as a solid foundation for his successful career in the blues genre; and

[bookmark: wa_0fe559fd0]Whereas, his remarkable mastery of multiple musical styles, deep blues voice, and charismatic stage presence earned him a devoted following among college students in the Carolinas, and he performed at countless institutions of higher learning, nightclubs, roadhouses, and blues clubs; and

[bookmark: wa_5bbab8a32]Whereas, Drink Small’s contributions to music extended beyond the stage, as he wrote hundreds of songs and even started his own record label, Bishopville Records, in the 1970s; and

[bookmark: wa_80020d100]Whereas, he graced renowned events such as the Chicago Blues Festival and King Biscuit Blues Festival, at which he shared the stage with legendary artists, including Little Milton, Bobby “Blue” Bland, and Koko Taylor; and

[bookmark: wa_8786ed5e8]Whereas, Drink Small’s music transcended borders, as he toured nationally and internationally, performing at three world’s fairs and delighting audiences with his distinctive brand of blues. This remarkable musician, known as the “Blues Doctor,” was also a cherished figure in the South Carolina music community, among which he closed the first Pee Dee Blues Bash in 2009 and participated in the television documentary series Carolina Stories; and

[bookmark: wa_1c1874827]Whereas, Drink Small’s extraordinary contributions to the world of music and his enduring impact on the blues genre prove him worthy of high praise. May his music continue to inspire, uplift, and connect people from all walks of life while helping to keep the blues alive for generations to come. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Bishopville native Drink Small, American soul blues and electric blues guitarist, pianist, singer, and songwriter, for his long and successful career.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Drink Small.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑


	1	
