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statement of estimated fiscal impact
Explanation of Fiscal Impact
State Expenditure
This amended bill specifies that, upon the death of a member of the National Guard, a surviving spouse may apply to DMV for a National Guard license plate or may apply to transfer a license plate previously issued to a member of the National Guard.  In addition, DMV is authorized to issue “Autistic and Neurodivergent” special license plates to registrants who are autistic or neurodivergent or who are parents of children who are autistic or neurodivergent.  Further, DMV is authorized to issue “South Carolina Association of Pupil Transportation” special license plates.  DMV anticipates that the bill will have no expenditure impact to the agency as any changes can be managed within existing appropriations.

State Revenue
This amended bill specifies that, upon the death of a member of the National Guard, a surviving spouse may apply to DMV for a National Guard license plate or may apply to transfer a license plate previously issued to a member of the National Guard.  National Guard- Army, National Guard- Air, and National Guard- Retired license plates are subject to the regular biennial motor vehicle registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3, Title 56.  The amended bill also specifies that DMV may issue “Autistic and Neurodivergent” and “South Carolina Association of Pupil Transportation” special license plates, which are also subject to the regular biennial motor vehicle registration fee.  The amount of the registration fee varies by age and handicap status of the individual registrant, type and weight of vehicle, and designation of private-passenger or property-carrying. 

For the transfer of any license plate, DMV reports that the agency charges a $10 fee, of which $3 is remitted to the General Fund.  It is unknown how many surviving spouses of a National Guard member will apply for or transfer a National Guard license plate.  Therefore, the increase in General Fund revenue is undetermined.  

Pursuant to Section 56-3-260, $16 of each biennial registration fee is currently credited to the Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund, which is Other Funds of DOT.  Additionally, $7 of each transfer fee is placed in the State Highway Fund, which is Other Funds of DOT.  Additionally, pursuant to 56-3-1230, $2 of each biennial fee is currently credited to the Plate Replacement Fund, which is Other Funds of DMV.  Further, the remainder of each registration fee is placed into the state highway account of the SCTIB pursuant to Section 56-3-910.  It is unknown how many surviving spouses of a National Guard member will apply for or transfer a National Guard license plate.  It is also unknown how many drivers will request “Autistic and Neurodivergent” and “South Carolina Association of Pupil Transportation” special license plates.  Therefore, the increase in Other Funds revenue of DOT, Other Funds revenue of DMV, and Other Funds revenue of the SCTIB is undetermined.  For reference, as of December 1, 2023, there were 3,257 active National Guard licenses plate registrations.

An additional fee of $25 for the “South Carolina Association for Pupil Transportation” is distributed to the association of the same name.  This special license plate is subject to the provisions of Section 56-3-8100, which requires DMV to receive $6,800 from the organization seeking issuance of the plate before beginning production and issuance.  The full $6,800 is distributed to the State Highway Fund.  Therefore, this portion of the amended bill may increase Other Funds of DOT by at least $6,800, although the total amount of the increase is undetermined, as explained above.

State Expenditure
This bill specifies that, upon the death of a member of the National Guard, a surviving spouse may apply to DMV for a National Guard license plate or may apply to transfer a license plate previously issued to a member of the National Guard.  DMV anticipates that the bill will have no expenditure impact to the agency as any changes can be managed within existing appropriations.

State Revenue
This bill specifies that, upon the death of a member of the National Guard, a surviving spouse may apply to DMV for a National Guard license plate or may apply to transfer a license plate previously issued to a member of the National Guard.  National Guard- Army, National Guard- Air, and National Guard- Retired license plates are subject to the regular biennial motor vehicle registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3, Title 56.  The amount of the registration fee varies by age and handicap status of the individual registrant, type and weight of vehicle, and designation of private-passenger or property-carrying. 

For the transfer of any license plate, DMV reports that the agency charges a $10 fee, of which $3 is remitted to the General Fund.  It is unknown how many surviving spouses of a National Guard member will apply for or transfer a National Guard license plate.  Therefore, the increase in General Fund revenue is undetermined.  

Pursuant to Section 56-3-260, $16 of each biennial registration fee is currently credited to the Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund, which is Other Funds of DOT.  Additionally, $7 of each transfer fee is placed in the State Highway Fund, which is Other Funds of DOT.  Additionally, pursuant to 56-3-1230, $2 of each biennial fee is currently credited to the Plate Replacement Fund, which is Other Funds of DMV.  Further, the remainder of each registration fee is placed into the state highway account of the SCTIB pursuant to Section 56-3-910.  It is unknown how many surviving spouses of a National Guard member will apply for or transfer a National Guard license plate.  Therefore, the increase in Other Funds revenue of DOT, Other Funds revenue of DMV, and Other Funds revenue of the SCTIB is undetermined.  For reference, as of December 1, 2023, there were 3,257 active National Guard licenses plate registrations.
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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56-3-14990, RELATING TO SURVIVING SPOUSEs APPLYing FOR LICENSE PLATEs OR the TRANSFER OF certain LICENSE PLATEs, SO AS TO PROVIDE SURVIVING SPOUSES OF MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD MAY APPLY TO obtain national guard license plates or TRANSFER national guard LICENSE PLATES ISSUED TO THEIR SPOUSES.
	Amend Title To Conform

[bookmark: ew_2a4f47266]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_050580563][bookmark: dl_c2fa0b340]SECTION 1.	Section 56-3-14990 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T56C3N14990_69ca2143c][bookmark: up_9ea62a96]	Section 56-3-14990. (A) Upon the death of an award recipient, a surviving spouse may apply to the department for a license plate issued under the provisions of Section 56-3-14910, 56-3-14920, or 56‑3‑14930(A)(3).  The surviving spouse may apply to the department to transfer a license plate previously issued to the award recipient under the provisions of Section 56-3-14910, 56-3-14920, or 56‑3‑14930(A)(3) pursuant to Section 56-3-210(G).  The surviving spouse must turn the plate into the department when the surviving spouse is no longer eligible for surviving spouse military benefits.
[bookmark: ss_T56C3N14990SB_lv1_8d0b91ccd]	(B) Upon the death of a member of the National Guard, a surviving spouse may apply to the department for a license plate issued under the provisions of Section 56-3-14970(A) (10), (11), or (12). The surviving spouse may apply to the department to transfer a license plate previously issued to a member of the National Guard under the provisions of Section 56-3-14970(A) (10), (11), or (12) pursuant to Section 56-3-210(G). The surviving spouse must turn the plate into the department when the surviving spouse is no longer eligible for surviving spouse National Guard benefits. 

[bookmark: bs_num_2_a88615bbf][bookmark: dl_7fcdff5c7]SECTION 2.	Chapter 3, Title 56 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_122356efI]Article 60

[bookmark: up_b5933c0dI]“Autistic and Neurodivergent Special License Plates”

[bookmark: ns_T56C3N7100_8b5920066]	Section 56-3-7100.	The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue “Autistic and Neurodivergent” special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger-carrying motor vehicles registered in their names who are autistic or neurodivergent or who are parents of children who are autistic or neurodivergent. The application for this special motor vehicle license plate must include an original certificate from a licensed physician that certifies the applicant or his child is autistic or neurodivergent. The fee for each special license plate is the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5. Each special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates and contain the “Just Bee” icon as identification for autistic or neurodivergent individuals. Each special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty-four months from the month the special license plate is issued.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_b0719a653][bookmark: dl_599421ba2]SECTION 3.	Chapter 3, Title 56 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_269a894bI]Article 150

[bookmark: up_d415d6d5I]South Carolina Association for Pupil Transportation Special License Plates

[bookmark: ns_T56C3N16000_ffe0c358c][bookmark: ss_T56C3N16000SA_lv1_ebe2eba2]	Section 56-3-16000.	(A) The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue “South Carolina Association for Pupil Transportation” special license plates. Each special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period that expires twenty-four months from the month the special license plate is issued.
[bookmark: ss_T56C3N16000SB_lv1_c9759fdf]	(B) The South Carolina Association for Pupil Transportation shall submit to the department for approval the design, emblem, seal, logo, or other symbols it desires to be used for this special license plate. The department may issue this special license plate six months following approval of its design.
[bookmark: ss_T56C3N16000SC_lv1_21e2b1bf]	(C) The requirements for production, collection, and distribution of fees for a special license plate under this section must meet the requirements in Section 56-3-8100.
[bookmark: ss_T56C3N16000SD_lv1_3a8410eb]	(D) The biennial fee for each special license plate is twenty-five dollars plus the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3, Title 56. The twenty-five-dollar fee must be distributed to the South Carolina Association for Pupil Transportation.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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