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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING CHAPTER 83 TO TITLE 15 SO AS TO PROVIDE LIABILITY PROTECTIONS FOR CERTAIN VOLUNTEERS WHO TRANSPORT VULNERABLE ADULTS.

[bookmark: ew_fa245c6de]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_a572d9f41][bookmark: dl_0097ab8c0]SECTION 1.	Title 15 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_a92c5c048]CHAPTER 83

[bookmark: up_e30f98887]Protection of Volunteer Drivers of Vulnerable Adults

[bookmark: ns_T15C83N10_fc331271d][bookmark: up_360befe0a]	Section 15‑83‑10.	As used in this chapter:
[bookmark: ss_T15C83N10S1_lv1_61594e2fb]	(1) “Charitable organization” means any charitable unit of a religious or civic group exempt from taxation under 25 U.S.C. Section 501, including those supported wholly or partially by private donations.
[bookmark: ss_T15C83N10S2_lv1_0238536c8]	(2) “Volunteer” means an individual providing volunteer transportation for a vulnerable adult and includes a volunteer who may receive reimbursement for actual expenses or an allowance to defray expenses of operating the vehicle used to provide transportation services but does not receive compensation for the individual’s time.
[bookmark: ss_T15C83N10S3_lv1_5ee2667e2]	(3) “Volunteer transportation” means motor vehicle transportation provided for a vulnerable adult by a volunteer under the direction, sponsorship, or supervision of a charitable organization.
[bookmark: ss_T15C83N10S4_lv1_c34e87e06]	(4) “Vulnerable adult” has the same meaning as defined in Section 43‑35‑10.

[bookmark: ns_T15C83N20_631fda33e]	Section 15‑83‑20.	 Any volunteer who provides volunteer transportation for a vulnerable adult through a charitable organization is not individually liable under a personal policy of automobile insurance or otherwise for any civil damages for an injury to the vulnerable adult arising out of or resulting from the transportation, if the volunteer was acting in good faith and within the scope of the volunteer’s official actions and duties on behalf of the charitable organization, unless the volunteer’s conduct constitutes gross negligence or wilful and wanton misconduct. The charitable organization’s liability, if any, for the injury to the vulnerable adult, may not exceed the policy limits collectible from any policy of insurance that would be obligated to make payment on behalf of the volunteer; provided that the charitable organization must maintain liability insurance coverage at least equal to the minimum limits set forth in Chapter 78, Title 15.

[bookmark: ns_T15C83N30_ca2cda89f][bookmark: ss_T15C83N30SA_lv1_1a9f6f5cd]	Section 15‑83‑30.	(A) Insurers that write automobile insurance in the State may not exclude coverage afforded under the owner’s insurance policy for any compensable loss or injury that occurs while a volunteer is providing volunteer transportation pursuant to the provisions of this chapter including, but not limited to, liability coverage for bodily injury and property damage, uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage, medical payments coverage, comprehensive physical damage coverage, and collision physical damage coverage.
[bookmark: ss_T15C83N30SB_lv1_3cd6954f2]	(B) Insurers that write automobile insurance in the State may not cancel, refuse to renew, raise rates, or otherwise limit coverage for the reason that an insured provides volunteer transportation to vulnerable adults pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T15C83N30SC_lv1_fb2a0111f][bookmark: ss_T15C83N30S1_lv2_2d6aed9e7]	(C)(1) A charitable organization that facilitates the provision of volunteer transportation for vulnerable adults pursuant to the provisions of this chapter is not a “Transportation Network Company” or “TNC” as those terms are defined in Section 58‑23‑1610.
[bookmark: ss_T15C83N30S2_lv2_ecee11478]		(2) A volunteer providing volunteer transportation pursuant to the provisions of this chapter is not a “Transportation Network Company driver” or a “TNC driver” as those terms are defined in Section 58‑23‑1610.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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