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A house RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR BERNIE LEE WRIGHT for his significant career with the United States Department of Agriculture, Farmers Home Administration, and with the Penn Center.

[bookmark: wa_9de04b0fc]Whereas, an experienced political leader throughout South Carolina and the Southeast, Mr. Bernie Lee Wright was born August 5, 1947, in St. Matthews and educated in Calhoun County’s segregated public schools. He graduated from John Ford High School in 1965 and earned a bachelor’s degree in agricultural economics and business from South Carolina State College. In 1976, Mr. Wright entered American University in Washington, D.C., to earn a master’s degree in applied public financial management; and 

[bookmark: wa_471c15aae]Whereas, he began his professional career with a loan agency of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Farmers Home Administration (FHA), in March of 1970 as an assistant county supervisor in St. Matthews; and

[bookmark: wa_461dbffc6]Whereas, in the patriotic tradition of the sons of South Carolina, Mr. Wright served in the United States Army, and in June of 1970, he went on military furlough from the USDA to begin military training at Fort Jackson and Fort Gordon, Georgia. He was permanently based at Fort Ord, California, as a military police officer and completed a military career that lasted twenty-six years. He retired in 1996; and

[bookmark: wa_c3f674cf2]Whereas, in 1993, Mr. Wright became the first African American appointed as the South Carolina state director of the USDA FHA. In this position, he was responsible annually for one hundred eighty million in programmatic funds for loans and grants and another nine million dollars for operational expenses and for the supervision of two hundred seventy-four individuals. In 2000, he retired from USDA Rural Development, formerly USDA FHA, after thirty-one years of employment with this agency; and

[bookmark: wa_02b560156]Whereas, during his tenure as state director of USDA FHA, he served as a member of the advisory board of the Penn Center.  In 2002, he became its executive director and served in that position until 2007, where he was able to focus on his love and respect for African American history. Under Mr. Wright’s leadership, the Penn Center acquired hotel and motel properties, and a massive renovation of the building and grounds of the Penn Center was undertaken; and

[bookmark: wa_f5c6289f3][bookmark: open_doc_here]Whereas, in 2021, Mr. Wright returned to the Penn Center family as the interim director. His mission was to preserve the Sea Islands and Gullah Geechee history and culture, as well as the buildings located on the campus of the Penn Center. During both tenures, he was able to receive county, state, and federal appropriations for the renovation, revitalization, and preservation of the Penn Center. Mr. Wright is dedicated to increasing the visibility, significance, and awareness of the Penn Center’s legacy for South Carolinians and others across the nation; and

[bookmark: wa_99b2580aa]Whereas, together with his beloved wife, the late Beverly S. Vaughan Wright, he reared a fine daughter, Dr. Brandi LaVaughan Wright; and

[bookmark: wa_7557f05f5]Whereas, dedicated to his community, Mr. Wright has been a lifelong member of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in St. Matthews and currently serves as the chairman of the Trustee Ministry. He serves as the chairman of the Calhoun County Resource Information Corporation (CCRI), Inc., and on the board of the Cecil Williams South Carolina Civil Rights Museum.  He is a member of the South Carolina African American Heritage Commission, a member of the Orangeburg County Young Farmers Organization, and a life member of the South Carolina State University Alumni Association; and

[bookmark: wa_9acc5a901]Whereas, Mr. Wright will be inducted into the 2024 1862 Circle of the Penn Center on Saturday, April 27, 2024, at a gala event on Hilton Head Island; and 

[bookmark: wa_dc3a84726]Whereas, the South Carolina House of Representatives values the impact that Bernie Lee Wright’s career with the USDA and with the Penn Center, spanning decades, has had on the Palmetto State and beyond. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor Bernie Lee Wright for his significant career with the United States Department of Agriculture, Farmers Home Administration, and with the Penn Center.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Bernie Lee Wright.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
	1	
