


South Carolina General Assembly
125th Session, 2023-2024

H. 3297

STATUS INFORMATION

General Bill
Sponsors: Rep. Collins
Document Path: LC-0099WAB23.docx

Introduced in the House on January 10, 2023
Currently residing in the House Committee on Education and Public Works

Summary: Designated disciplinary classrooms


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	12/8/2022	House	Prefiled
 
	12/8/2022	House	Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works
	1/10/2023	House	Introduced and read first time (House Journal‑page 124)
	1/10/2023	House	Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works (House Journal‑page 124)

View the latest  legislative information  at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

12/08/2022












A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by adding Section 59-63-205 so as to provide public schools shall establish disciplinary classrooms exclusively for the assignment of students subject to discipline not meriting suspension or expulsion, to provide assignment decisions are discretionary for teachers in consultation with principals and school counselors or other mental health professionals, to provide staffing and function requirements for disciplinary classrooms, to require the development of individual progress plans for reassigning disciplinary classroom students to their classrooms, and to provide related rights for parents and guardians of students assigned to disciplinary classrooms.

[bookmark: ew_2b4df67a7]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_57289428f][bookmark: dl_f1ceb51de]SECTION 1.	Article 3, Chapter 63, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T59C63N205_1b12c0122][bookmark: ss_T59C63N205SA_lv1_216d5691d]	Section 59‑63‑205.	(A) Each public school in this State shall establish a disciplinary classroom to be used exclusively for the temporary assignment of students subject to discipline not meriting suspension or expulsion. The decision to make an assignment to the disciplinary classroom is in the discretion of the student’s teacher in consultation with the principal and a certified school guidance counselor or mental health professional.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N205SB_lv1_eaea89474]	(B) Each disciplinary classroom must be staffed with:
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N205S1_lv2_63287a843]			(1) a teacher who shall assist the students with their schoolwork assignments provided by their classroom teacher; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N205S2_lv2_2a089defc]			(2) a certified school guidance counselor or mental health professional who shall provide counseling services to the student.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N205SC_lv1_82707ded2][bookmark: _Hlk120885460]	(C) A student in a disciplinary classroom must continue to receive schoolwork assignments provided by their classroom teacher to ensure the student’s continued academic progress, while also receiving additional mental health counseling and support. The student’s teacher, disciplinary classroom teacher, principal, and guidance counselor or other mental health professional shall collaboratively develop a progress plan to enable the student to continue receiving academic instruction while also receiving mental health counseling or other counseling and services and support. The goal of the progress plan is to return the student to the classroom in a timeframe and manner that balances the interests of the student with the best interests of the student’s classmates and teacher.
[bookmark: ss_T59C63N205SD_lv1_f40ba0d83]	(D) When a student is assigned to a disciplinary classroom, the principal shall notify, in writing, the parents or legal guardian of the student, giving the reason for the assignment and setting a time and place when the student’s teacher, principal, and guidance counselor or other mental health professional available for a conference with the parents or guardian. The conference shall be set within three days of the date of the suspension.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
[bookmark: up_5a4b8bcb5]‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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