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________

The committee on HOUSE JUDICIARY
To who was referred a Bill (S.406) to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by amending Section 7‑15‑420(d) and (e), relating to the tabulation of absentee ballots, so as to provide that ballots cast, etc., respectfully
Report:
That they have duly and carefully considered the same, and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:

[bookmark: instruction_2b1c1d3d2]Amend the bill, as and if amended, SECTION 2, by striking Section 7-13-1160 and inserting:
	Section 7-13-1160.	Within twenty-four hours of the completion of the canvassing and counting of ballots, the persons in charge of each such election in each county shall notify the State Election Commission of the unofficial results of such election in each such county;   provided, however,  that failure to comply with the provisions of this section shall not invalidate the votes cast therein.(A) After the closing of the polls on election day, each county board of voter registration and elections must report results continuously and without delay in the manner prescribed by the State Election Commission and in the following order:
		(1) the unofficial results of the early voting period ballot tabulation;
		(2) the unofficial results of the absentee ballot tabulation; and
		(3) the unofficial results returned by the managers of election.
	(B) If the reporting of unofficial election results of the early voting period ballot tabulation or absentee ballot tabulation would result in a delay in the reporting of the unofficial results returned by the managers of election, then a county board of voter registration and elections, upon approval by the Executive Director of the State Election Commission, may begin to report the unofficial results returned by the managers of election prior to reporting the early voting period ballot tabulation or absentee ballot tabulation, as applicable, but must report the early voting period ballot tabulation or absentee ballot tabulation, as applicable, as soon as is practicable. 

Renumber sections to conform.
Amend title to conform.

WESTON NEWTON for Committee.
________










A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 7‑15‑420(D) and (e), RELATING TO THE TABULATION OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BALLOTS CAST DURING THE EARLY VOTING PERIOD MAY BEGIN TO BE TABULATED AT THE SAME TIME AS ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

[bookmark: ew_bfa77655d]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_b9095a3be][bookmark: dl_baa64b21f]SECTION 1.	Section 7-15-420(D) and (E) of the S.C. Code are amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C15N420_8b887e0bb][bookmark: ss_T7C15N420SD_lv1_fc7edb042]	(D) Beginning no earlier than 7:00 a.m. on election day, the absentee ballots may be tabulated, including any absentee ballots received on election day before the polls are closed and the tabulated data collected from those ballots and from the ballots cast during the early voting period may be loaded into the election management system.  If any absentee ballot is challenged, the return-addressed envelope must not be opened, but must be put aside and the procedure set forth in Section 7-13-830 must be utilized;  but the absentee voter must be given reasonable notice of the challenged ballot.
[bookmark: ss_T7C15N420SE_lv1_db5417ece]	(E) Results of the early voting period and absentee ballot tabulation must not be publicly reported until after the polls are closed.  An election official, election worker, candidate, or watcher who intentionally violates the prohibition contained in this subsection is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than five years.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_8d196e6d7][bookmark: dl_173fbffdb]SECTION 2.	Section 7-13-1160 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C13N1160_a411ba2f9]	Section 7-13-1160.	Within twenty-four hours of the completion of the canvassing and counting of ballots, the persons in charge of each such election in each county shall notify the State Election Commission of the unofficial results of such election in each such county;   provided, however,  that failure to comply with the provisions of this section shall not invalidate the votes cast therein The unofficial election results returned by the managers to the county boards of voter registration and elections must be reported continuously and without undue delay in the manner prescribed by the State Election Commission.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_2bbee1dda][bookmark: dl_1e81a6364]SECTION 3.	Section 7-3-20(D)(19) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C3N20_7eaed0b93][bookmark: ss_T7C3N20SD_lv1_225769633]		(19) establish methods of auditing election results, which may include risk-limiting audits, hand-count audits, results verification through independent third-party vendors that specialize in election auditing, ballot reconciliation, or any other method deemed appropriate by the executive director.  Election result audits must be conducted in all statewide elections after the election concludes, but prior to certification by the State Board of Canvassers, and may be performed following any other election held in the State at the discretion of the executive director. A hand‑count audit must be conducted publicly. Once completed, audit reports must be published on the commission's website.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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