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A house RESOLUTION

TO HONOR THE REVEREND DR. SANDY WILLIAM DRAYTON, PRESIDING ELDER OF THE GEORGETOWN DISTRICT OF THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EPISCOPAL CHURCH, FOR HIS MORE THAN FIFTY-ONE YEARS OF GOSPEL MINISTRY, TO CONGRATULATE HIM ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT, AND TO WISH HIM GOD’S RICHEST BLESSINGS AS HE CONTINUES TO SERVE THE LORD.

[bookmark: wa_52a3bd5a6]Whereas, it is with great pleasure that the South Carolina House honors those individuals who give tirelessly of themselves to nurture the souls of men. The Reverend Dr. Sandy William Drayton, presiding elder of the Georgetown District of the African American Episcopal (AME) Church, stands among their number as an outstanding minister of the gospel; and

[bookmark: wa_00986d18c]Whereas, a native of Georgetown, Dr. Drayton graduated from Howard High School in 1968. He then joined the United States Marine Corps and was honorably discharged with the rank of sergeant. Later, he joined the United States Marine Reserve Training and was promoted to staff sergeant; and

[bookmark: wa_d7e278c4b]Whereas, continuing his education, he graduated from Columbia’s Allen University in 1975 with a bachelor’s degree in sociology. Dr. Drayton furthered his education at Payne Theological Seminary in Wilberforce, Ohio, graduating in 1978 with a master’s degree in divinity. He also received his doctorate in ministry in 2014 from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C.; and

[bookmark: wa_d91d94420]Whereas, Dr. Drayton is a member of the historic Bethel AME Church in Georgetown, where he was licensed to preach in 1973. Over the years, he has served as pastor of Bethel AME Church in Frankfurt, Ohio, as well as Zion AME (Delaware, Ohio), St. Paul AME (Charleston, West Virginia), St. Paul AME (Canton, Ohio), and Moncks Corner AME (Moncks Corner, South Carolina); and

[bookmark: wa_2a023ec36]Whereas, Dr. Drayton has served the church as dean of the Board of Examiners, conference treasurer, host to four annual conferences, and chair of two Episcopal District Conventions. In addition, he was twice elected as co-leader and once as leader of the General Conference Delegation and has been elected ten times as a delegate and twice as an alternate to the General Conference of the AME Church. In 2001, Dr. Drayton was appointed presiding elder to the Georgetown District of the Palmetto South Carolina Annual Conference. In 2006, Dr. Drayton was appointed to the Columbia District of the Columbia Annual Conference. In November 2014, he was reappointed to the Grand and Gracious Georgetown District of the Palmetto South Carolina Annual Conference; and

[bookmark: wa_27b7b03c8]Whereas, because he strongly believes in active community involvement, Dr. Drayton has served his community in a number of different capacities, including as vice president of Habitat for Humanity, a member of the local YMCA Board of Directors, a board member for the Roper Berkeley Medical Center, Charleston Community Development Fund, and South Carolina Landowners Association; and

[bookmark: wa_5a040902e]Whereas, Dr. Drayton finds strength for his labors in the strong support of his beloved wife, Pradensia; their three children; four charming grandchildren; and two additional bonus grandchildren. Mrs. Drayton, a native of Chester, is a retired special education teacher and presently serves the Georgetown District Church as the area consultant of the Women’s Missionary Society; and

[bookmark: wa_d3f034a12]Whereas, to recognize Dr. Drayton for his many years of service to the AME Church, the AME Georgetown District will host a “Celebration of Excellence” retirement celebration in his honor on March 16, 2024. The House, cognizant of his many years of spiritual nourishment of the people of South Carolina, takes great pleasure in expressing grateful thanks to Dr. Drayton and in wishing him God’s best as he continues to run the race the Lord has set before him. Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, honor the Reverend Dr. Sandy William Drayton, presiding elder of the Georgetown District of the African American Episcopal Church, for his more than fifty-one years of gospel ministry, congratulate him on the occasion of his retirement, and wish him God’s richest blessings as he continues to serve the Lord.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Reverend Dr. Sandy William Drayton.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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