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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS SO AS TO ENACT THE “LASER HAIR REMOVAL ACT”; BY ADDING SECTION 40‑85‑10 SO AS TO PROVIDE DEFINITIONS RELATED TO LASER HAIR REMOVAL; BY ADDING SECTION 40‑85‑20 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ONLY FDA APPROVED LASERS MAY BE USED WHEN PERFORMING LASER HAIR REMOVAL; BY ADDING SECTION 40‑85‑30 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ONLY HEALTH PROFESSIONALS MAY PERFORM LASER HAIR REMOVAL AND TO PROVIDE FOR TRAINING OF NON‑PHYSICIAN HEALTH PROFESSIONALS WHO PROVIDE LASER HAIR REMOVAL; BY ADDING SECTION 40‑85‑40 SO AS TO REGULATE THE PRACTICE OF LASER HAIR REMOVAL; AND BY ADDING SECTION 40‑85‑50.

[bookmark: ew_76af05b99]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_c89214b41][bookmark: citing_act_7d2220d6e]SECTION 1.	This act may be cited as the “Laser Hair Removal Act”.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_ef6793b4d][bookmark: dl_0d364e0ff]SECTION 2.	Title 40 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_b93d57a8e]	CHAPTER 85

[bookmark: up_d48ec4512]	Laser Hair Removal

[bookmark: ns_T40C85N10_77bd4c410][bookmark: up_a4ec0e1df]	Section 40‑85‑10.	For the purposes of this chapter:
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N10S1_lv1_5800818a9]	(1) “Health professional” means a physician, physician assistant as defined in Section 40‑47‑910(6), nurse as defined in Section 40‑33‑20(39), or nurse practitioner as defined in Section 40‑33‑20(40).
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N10S2_lv1_133549584]	(2) “Laser hair removal” means the use of a class three or class four laser light‑based device approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to perform a nonablative hair removal procedure that does not remove the epidermis.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N10S3_lv1_23a8ec1ec]	(3) “Laser hair removal facility” means a business location that provides laser hair removal.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N10S4_lv1_db6ca2adc]	(4) “Laser practitioner” means someone who practices laser hair removal pursuant to this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N10S5_lv1_8df7fd409]	(5) “Physician” means a physician licensed by the South Carolina Board of Medical Examiners who possesses an active, unrestricted, permanent license to practice medicine in this State.

[bookmark: ns_T40C85N20_f5233b987]	Section 40‑85‑20.	A laser practitioner shall only perform laser hair removal using lasers approved by the United States Food and Drug Administration for noninvasive procedures.

[bookmark: ns_T40C85N30_1faaf6dff][bookmark: up_8f06dcbbd]	Section 40‑85‑30.	(A) Laser hair removal may only be performed or attempted to be performed by a health professional.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N30SB_lv1_e3806c6dd]	(B) A non‑physician laser practitioner shall complete a laser practitioner training and education program prior to engaging in laser hair removal. A laser practitioner training and education program shall include forty total hours of training which may be a combination of didactic training, in‑person hands‑on training, and performance of laser hair removal procedures. A laser training and education program may be completed internally at the laser hair removal facility or through a third‑ party if the third‑party program is overseen by a physician.

[bookmark: ns_T40C85N40_d7e163ee4][bookmark: up_1f7709c20]	Section 40‑85‑40.	(A) A laser hair removal facility must be overseen by a physician.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N40SB_lv1_5dfedebb5]	(B) The physician overseeing the laser hair removal facility shall establish proper protocols for laser hair removal procedures at the facility, which shall include protocols for complication management. Laser practitioners at the facility shall follow all written procedure protocols established and revised pursuant to this section.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N40SC_lv1_f83d35a5f]	(C) The physician overseeing the laser hair removal facility is not required to be physically present or to supervise a laser hair removal procedure, but he must be available for communication during the procedure, either in‑person or by two‑way, real time interactive communication.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N40SD_lv1_45aca6405]	(D) A laser practitioner may perform laser hair removal on a patient without the prior evaluation or referral of the patient by a physician.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N40SE_lv1_658ac3208]	(E) The physician overseeing the laser hair removal facility shall determine the number of laser practitioners under the physician’s supervision.
[bookmark: ss_T40C85N40SF_lv1_28d2b7131]	(F) The physician overseeing the laser hair removal facility shall review not less than ten percent of laser hair removal patient records.

[bookmark: ns_T40C85N50_df2a1aad1]	Section 40‑85‑50.	Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any person from engaging in the practice of medicine or nursing for which they are duly licensed or certified.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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