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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 48‑52‑620, RELATING TO STATE AGENCIES’ AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS’ ENERGY CONSERVATION PLANS AND REPORTS AND METERING OF STATE BUILDINGS, SO AS TO DELETE THE EXEMPTION OF COMPLIANCE FOR A BUILDING IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ENERGY INDEPENDENT AND SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION ACT OF 2007; BY ADDING SECTION 48‑52‑690 SO AS TO REQUIRE ANY NEW STATE‑OWNED BUILDING TO COMPLY WITH THE LATEST EDITION OF ASHRAE AND TO REQUIRE ANY NEW STATE‑OWNED BUILDING OVER 15,000 SQUARE FEET TO BE COMMISSIONED BY A THIRD‑PARTY COMMISSIONING AGENT PRIOR TO FINAL ACCEPTANCE; AND BY REPEALING ARTICLE 8, CHAPTER 52, TITLE 48, RELATING TO THE “ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION ACT OF 2007”.

[bookmark: ew_4380e8140]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_041378cf1][bookmark: dl_7b215137d]SECTION 1.	Section 48‑52‑620(A) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T48C52N620_3d0e8258a][bookmark: ss_T48C52N620SA_lv1_d0cafbd67]	(A)(1)  Each state agency and public school district shall submit for approval to the State Energy Office an energy conservation plan for buildings in use on July 1, 2008, with a goal to reduce energy consumption by at least one percent annually for five consecutive years beginning July 1, 2008. The plan also must have a goal of ultimately reducing energy consumption for buildings in use on July 1, 2008, by twenty percent by July 1, 2020, relative to year 2000 levels. An agency shall implement all available cost‑effective energy‑saving measures to pursue these goals. In determining whether an energy‑saving method is cost effective, an agency should primarily consider the measure's cost effectiveness over a five‑year period rather than within one fiscal year. The State Energy Office shall provide agency assistance and information needed to help meet these goals.
		(2) The provisions of this section do not apply to a building designed, constructed or rehabilitated, and maintained in compliance with the Energy Independence and Sustainable Construction Act of 2007.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_e4fc62b5c][bookmark: dl_136fa5e88]SECTION 2.	Article 6, Chapter 52, Title 48 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T48C52N690_782d307b3][bookmark: ss_T48C52N690SA_lv1_d7319089e]	Section 48‑52‑690.	(A) Any new state‑owned building must comply with the latest edition of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers, also known as “ASHRAE”, as referenced in the International Codes adopted by the South Carolina Building Codes Council.
[bookmark: ss_T48C52N690SB_lv1_07345a9c7]	(B) Any new state‑owned building over 15,000 square feet must be commissioned by a third‑party commissioning agent prior to final acceptance. For purposes of this subsection, “third‑party commissioning agent” means a person accredited by the U.S. Green Building Council or the Green Building Initiative, with expertise in building system performance, who will analyze, evaluate, and confirm the proper function and performance of a high‑performance building, its systems, equipment, and indoor air quality, and who did not participate in the original certification of the state building.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_22f0fb1e8]SECTION 3.	Article (8), Chapter 52, Title 48 of the S.C. Code is repealed.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 4.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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