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A bill

to amend the South Carolina Code of Laws by adding Section 7-11-22 so as to require the filing of signed and notarized declaration of candidacy forms by candidates for president of the united states to appear on a political party's presidential preference primary ballot, and to prohibit a candidate who fails to file such statement or meet the qualifications for the office from being certified or having his name printed on the ballot; by adding Section 7-11-35 so as to require the filing of a signed and notarized statement of qualifications by a candidate seeking nomination for the office of president of the united states by a party that nominates by convention, and to prohibit a candidate who fails to file such statement or meet the qualifications for the office from being certified or having his name printed on the ballot; by adding Section 7-11-87 so as to require the filing of a signed and notarized statement of qualifications by a candidate seeking nomination for the office of president of the united states by petition, and to prohibit a candidate who fails to file such statement or meet the qualifications for the office from being certified or having his name printed on the ballot; by amending Section 7-13-350, relating to the certification of candidates nominated by party primary or party convention, so as to provide that a political party must not certify the name of a candidate for President or Vice President of the United States who does not or will not meet the qualifications for the office of president of the United States; and by amending Section 7-13-351, relating to the certification of petition candidates, so as to provide that the State Election Commission must not certify the name of a candidate for President or Vice President who does not or will not meet the qualifications for the office of president of the united states.

[bookmark: ew_1b4c32969]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_bfa303b83][bookmark: dl_6d6334179]SECTION 1.	Article 1, Chapter 11, Title 7 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T7C11N22_d25808a7b][bookmark: ss_T7C11N22SA_lv1_dd3cfb149]	Section 7‑11‑22.	(A) The filing requirements set by the state committee of a certified political party for candidates for President of the United States to appear on the party’s presidential preference primary ballots pursuant to Section 7‑11‑20(B) must include the filing of a statement of qualifications in the following form signed by the candidate and notarized:
	“I swear under penalty of perjury that I meet the qualifications for the office of President of the United States pursuant to Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution which states: ‘No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.’”
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N22SB_lv1_0c9deee39]	(B) A copy of each candidate’s signed and notarized statement of qualifications must be filed by a political party with the State Election Commission as part of the written certification of candidate names required by Section 7‑11‑20(B). 
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N22SC_lv1_95f045ea0]	(C) A political party must not certify the name of a candidate who does not file a statement of qualifications as required by this section, and such candidate’s name must not be printed on any ballot. 
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N22SD_lv1_07e8d55a9]	(D) A political party must not certify the name of a candidate who does not or will not at the time of the general election meet the qualifications for the office of President of the United States under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution, and such candidate’s name must not be placed on any ballot. 

[bookmark: bs_num_2_e46a2d333][bookmark: dl_c3c3b8097]SECTION 2.	Article 1, Chapter 11, Title 7 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T7C11N35_19897d858][bookmark: ss_T7C11N35SA_lv1_535b2836b]	Section 7‑11‑35.	(A) A candidate seeking nomination for the office of President of the United States by a political party that nominates by convention must file a statement of qualifications with the political party in the following form signed by the candidate and notarized:
[bookmark: up_4855a2867]	“I swear under penalty of perjury that I meet the qualifications for the office of President of the United States pursuant to Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution which states: ‘No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.’”
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N35SB_lv1_ed47b0141]	(B) A political party that nominates by convention shall set the deadline for a candidate to file the statement of qualifications required by this section, provided it must precede the deadline for the certification of candidates pursuant to Section 7‑13‑350. A political party must not certify the name of a candidate who does not file a statement of intention of qualifications as required by this section, and such candidate’s name must not be printed on the ballot.
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N35SC_lv1_f252b7e4b]	(C) A copy of each candidate’s signed and notarized statement of intention of qualifications must be filed by a political party with the State Election Commission as part of the written certification of candidate names required by Section 7‑13‑350.
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N35SD_lv1_1e0a07e1f]	(D) A political party must not certify the name of a candidate who does not or will not at the time of the general election meet the qualifications for office of President of the United States under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution, and such candidate’s name must not be placed on the ballot.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_f2f67a2bc][bookmark: dl_ed4ba8cc1]SECTION 3.	Article 1, Chapter 11, Title 7 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T7C11N87_6178e933c][bookmark: ss_T7C11N87SA_lv1_5f96e82bb]	Section 7‑11‑87.	(A) A candidate seeking nomination by petition for the office of President of the United States must, at the time the petition is submitted, file a statement of intention of qualifications with the State Election Commission in the following form signed by the candidate and notarized:
[bookmark: up_b9c2c6999]	“I swear under penalty of perjury that I meet the qualifications for the office of President of the United States pursuant to Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution which states: ‘No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.’”
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N87SB_lv1_b096e6f62]	(B) A candidate who fails to file the statement of intention of qualifications required by this section by the deadline for submitting the petition under Section 7‑13‑351 must not have his name placed on the ballot.
[bookmark: ss_T7C11N87SC_lv1_09adc95f0]	(C) The State Election Commission must verify the qualifications of a potential petition candidate for President of the United States prior to the certification of that candidate to be placed on the ballot and no later than the deadline for verifying petition signatures under Section 7‑13‑351. Any candidate who does not or will not at the time of the general election meet the qualifications for the office of President of the United States under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution must not have his name placed on the ballot.  

[bookmark: bs_num_4_bf8b5a42d][bookmark: dl_34c3b5d03]SECTION 4.	Section 7-13-350 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C13N350_516beb404][bookmark: ss_T7C13N350SA_lv1_0a35f2ac9]	Section 7-13-350.	(A) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the nominees in a party primary or party convention held under the provisions of this title by any political party certified by the commission for one or more of the offices, national, state, circuit, multi-county district, countywide, less than countywide, or municipal to be voted on in the general election, held on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November, must be placed upon the appropriate ballot for the election as candidates nominated by the party by the authority charged by law with preparing the ballot if the names of the nominees are certified, in writing, by the political party chairman, vice-chairman, or secretary to the authority, for general elections held under Section 7-13-10, not later than twelve o'clock noon on August fifteenth or, if August fifteenth falls on Saturday or Sunday, not later than twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday; and for a special or municipal general election, by at least twelve o'clock noon on the sixtieth day prior to the date of holding the election, or if the sixtieth day falls on Sunday, by twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday. Political parties nominating candidates by primary or convention must verify the qualifications of those candidates prior to certification to the authority charged by law with preparing the ballot. The written certification required by this section must contain a statement that each candidate certified meets, or will meet by the time of the general election, or as otherwise required by law, the qualifications for the office for which he has filed. Any candidate who does not, or will not by the time of the general election, or as otherwise required by law, meet the qualifications for the office for which he has filed shall not be nominated and certified, and such candidate's name shall not be placed on a general, special, or municipal election ballot.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N350SB_lv1_9d13aea84]	(B) Candidates for President and Vice President must be certified not later than twelve o'clock noon on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in September to the State Election Commission. A political party must not certify the name of a candidate for President or Vice President of the United States who does not or will not meet the qualifications for the office of President of the United States under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution, and such candidate’s name must not be placed on the ballot.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_2022158a7][bookmark: dl_d73a04c8c]SECTION 5.	Section 7-13-351 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T7C13N351_5167cd970][bookmark: ss_T7C13N351SA_lv1_2b57d2c3d]	Section 7-13-351.	(A) Any nominee by petition for one or more of the national, state, circuit, multi-county district, countywide, or less than countywide offices, to be voted on in the general election must be placed upon the appropriate ballot by the officer, commissioners, or other authority charged by law with preparing the ballot if the petition is submitted to the officer, commissioner, or other authority, as the case may be, for general elections held under Section 7-13-10, not later than twelve o'clock noon on July fifteenth or, if July fifteenth falls on Saturday or Sunday, not later than twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday. At the time the petition is submitted, the authority charged with accepting it shall issue a receipt to the person submitting the petition which must reflect the date it was submitted and the total number of signatures contained in the petition. The county board of voter registration and elections of each respective county must check the petition at the request of the authority charged with printing the ballot for that office and must certify the results to the authority not later than twelve o'clock noon August fifteenth or, if August fifteenth falls on Sunday, not later than twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N351SB_lv1_1760fe52c]	(B) The petition of any candidate in any special election, including municipal special elections, must be submitted to the authority charged with printing the ballot for those offices not later than twelve o'clock noon on the sixtieth day prior to the date of the holding of the election, or if the sixtieth day falls on Sunday, by not later than twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday. At the time a petition is submitted, the authority charged with accepting it must issue a receipt to the person submitting the petition which must reflect the date the petition was submitted and the total number of signatures contained in the petition. The candidate submitting the petition must certify, on a form designed and provided by the State Election Commission, that he meets, or will meet by the time of the general election, or as otherwise required by law, the qualifications for the office sought. The board of voter registration and elections of each respective county must check the petition at the request of the authority charged with printing of the ballots for that office and must certify the results thereof to the authority not later than twelve o'clock noon on the forty-fifth day prior to the date of holding the election, or if the forty-fifth day falls on Sunday, by twelve o'clock noon on the following Monday.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N351SC_lv1_11d5757de]	(C) Once submitted for verification, a petition for nomination of a candidate for any office may not be returned to the petitioner, but must be retained by the authority to whom the petition was submitted and must become a part of the records of the election for which the petition was submitted.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N351SD_lv1_6d5864af8]	(D) In the event of an emergency declared by the Governor and the conditions precipitating the emergency declaration prevent a candidate from filing the nominating petition within the time required by this section, the candidate has an additional five days to submit the nominating petition to the appropriate office.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N351SE_lv1_cec49e185]	(E) The authority to whom a petition is submitted must verify that qualifications of each potential petition candidate prior to certification of that candidate to be placed on the ballot. The written certification required by this section must contain a statement that each candidate certified meets, or will meet by the time of the general election, or as otherwise required by law, the qualifications for the office for which the petition is submitted. Any candidate who does not, or will not by the time of the general election, or as otherwise required by law, meet the qualifications for the office sought shall not have his name placed on the ballot.
[bookmark: ss_T7C13N351SF_lv1_a86d4c91b]	(F) The State Election Commission must not certify the name of a candidate for President or Vice President of the United States who does not or will not meet the qualifications for the office of President of the United States under Article II, Section 1, Clause 5 of the United States Constitution, and such candidate’s name must not be placed on the ballot.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section][bookmark: _Hlk77157096]SECTION 6.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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