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________

The committee on House Judiciary
To who was referred a Bill (H. 3883) to amend the South Carolina Code Of Laws by amending Section 14‑7‑1340, relating to the duties and service of alternate jurors, so as to allow the court to retain, etc., respectfully
Report:
That they have duly and carefully considered the same, and recommend that the same do pass:

WESTON NEWTON for Committee.

statement of estimated fiscal impact
Explanation of Fiscal Impact
State Expenditure
This bill allows for an alternate juror serving in the stead of a regular juror to also be kept in confinement with other regular jurors during the jury’s deliberations.  This bill also gives the court the discretion to discharge an alternate juror upon the final submission of the case to the jury.  Currently, the court may require an alternate juror to serve in the stead of a regular juror who has been discharged due to death, illness, or disability during the remainder of proceedings before the final submission of the case to the jury, and the alternate juror is discharged at the final submission of the case.  This bill extends the period in which an alternate juror may be called upon to serve and gives the court the discretion to hold an alternate juror through the deliberations.    

The bill requires Judicial to perform activities that will be conducted in the normal course of agency business.  As a result, this bill does not have an expenditure impact.

Frank A. Rainwater, Executive Director
Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office

________








A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 14‑7‑1340, RELATING TO THE DUTIES AND SERVICE OF ALTERNATE JURORS, SO AS TO ALLOW THE COURT TO RETAIN ALTERNATE JURORS UPON SUBMISSION OF A CASE TO A JURY FOR DELIBERATIONS.

[bookmark: ew_62910c5f3]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_d35d89334][bookmark: dl_e9aadbc19]SECTION 1.	Section 14‑7‑1340 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T14C7N1340_a9dd1ae0f]	Section 14‑7‑1340.	Such Alternate jurors shall sit near the jury panel charged with the case, shall have the same opportunities for seeing and hearing the proceedings in the case, and shall take the same oath as the jurors already sworn and shall attend at all times the trial of the cause in company with the other jurors.  They shall obey the orders of, and be bound by, the admonition of the court upon each adjournment of the court and, if the regular jurors are ordered to be kept in custody by the court during the trial of the cause, suchthe alternate jurors shall also must be kept in confinement with the other jurors and, except as hereinafter provided, shallmay be discharged upon the final submission of the case to the jury in the discretion of the court.  If, before the final submission of the case to the jury or during the jury’s deliberations, a juror thereon dies or becomes so ill or disabled as to be unable in the judgment of the court to perform his duties thereon, the court shall order him to be discharged and draw the name of one of the alternates, if there be more than one, by ballot to serve in the place of suchthe dead or discharged juror throughout the remainder of the proceedings and deliberations, being subject to the same rules and regulations as applied to the remainder of jurors, just as though he had been one of the original jurors.  If there be but one alternate, he shallmust be placed upon the jury panel for all further proceedings and deliberations in such cause.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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