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A house RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND HONOR THE GRAY COLLEGIATE ACADEMY boys BASKETBALL TEAM, COACHES, AND SCHOOL OFFICIALS FOR AN EXTRAORDINARY SEASON AND TO CONGRATULATE THEM ON WINNING THE 2023 SOUTH CAROLINA CLASS AA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE.

[bookmark: wa_e7dd69f77]Whereas, the South Carolina House of Representatives is pleased to learn that the members of the Gray Collegiate Academy boys basketball team took top honors at this year’s state competition, held at the University of South Carolina Aiken Convocation Center on March 3, 2023; and

[bookmark: wa_d22f37692]Whereas, to the cheers of their exuberant fans, the War Eagles defeated Oceanside Collegiate Academy 53-43 to earn their fifth state championship in the past six seasons; and

[bookmark: wa_b139ba18f]Whereas, with a record of 23-9 for the season and 7-1 in region play, the War Eagles battled long and hard for this championship opportunity. Senior forward Avantae Parker contributed 13 points and junior guard Braylin Thomas added 13 points at the end of the game to assist the War Eagles to a great victory; and

[bookmark: wa_bf5839931]Whereas, in a sport that demands perseverance and dedication, Head Coach Dion Bethea and his trained coaching staff capitalized on their own experience and passion to produce a championship-caliber team and teach these athletes lessons that will prove invaluable through life both on and off the court; and

[bookmark: wa_777cbe00e]Whereas, the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives are grateful for the prestige and recognition that the Gray Collegiate Academy basketball players have brought to their school and community and look to hear of their future successes. Now, therefore,

[bookmark: up_dd903e463]Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

[bookmark: up_cb793b6e0]That the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize and honor the Gray Collegiate basketball team, coaches, and school officials for an extraordinary season and congratulate them on winning the 2023 South Carolina Class AA State Championship title.

[bookmark: up_bda121ad0]Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Dr. Brian Newsome, principal, and Head Coach Dion Bethea.
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