


South Carolina General Assembly
125th Session, 2023-2024

H. 4650

STATUS INFORMATION

Joint Resolution
Sponsors: Reps. Forrest, Oremus and Hartnett
Document Path: LC-0187HA24.docx

Introduced in the House on January 9, 2024
Currently residing in the House Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry

Summary: Green Energy Resources


HISTORY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

	Date	Body	Action Description with journal page number	
	12/14/2023	House	Prefiled
 
	12/14/2023	House	Referred to Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry
	1/9/2024	House	Introduced and read first time (House Journal‑page 110)
	1/9/2024	House	Referred to Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry (House Journal‑page 110)

View the latest  legislative information  at the website


VERSIONS OF THIS BILL

12/14/2023












A joint Resolution

TO ENCOURAGE THE USE OF NATURAL GAS, LIQUID NATURAL GAS, PROPANE, AND BUTANE AS ELECTRIC GENERATION RESOURCES AND TO DEEM THESE RESOURCES AS “GREEN ENERGY” RESOURCES, AND TO ENCOURAGE INTERESTED PARTIES TO IDENTIFY AND IMPLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR the USE OF THESE RESOURCES FOR ELECTRIC GENERATION, AND TO REQUIRE STATE GOVERNMENT ENTITIES TO INCORPORATE THESE RESOURCES TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE.

[bookmark: wa_ed3348966]Whereas, South Carolina has made great strides in economic development, with a record‑breaking year in 2022, ushering in $10.27 billion in total capital investment, which represents 120 projects and the creation of 14,083 jobs; and

[bookmark: wa_6625f8832]Whereas, South Carolina’s population has steadily increased in recent years and is likely to continue to increase in the foreseeable future; and

[bookmark: wa_43b444bef]Whereas, this State is poised to continue economic expansion and population growth, and growth of this magnitude necessitates the appropriate infrastructure; and

[bookmark: wa_407514aa4]Whereas, reliable, safe, and affordable electricity is a critical infrastructure component for the residents and businesses in this State, and is also an important factor for future economic development; and

[bookmark: wa_4dfd3e35b]Whereas, South Carolina has traditionally relied on coal as a key source of electricity generation; and

[bookmark: wa_0f8600c6e]Whereas, electric utilities in this State must address the retirement of their aging coal-fueled electric generation facilities, which will reduce current electricity generation resources, while simultaneously planning to meet increased electricity demand with currently available resources and technologies; and 
 
[bookmark: wa_00e99cf38]Whereas, the U.S. Energy Information Administration states, in part, that burning natural gas for energy results in fewer air pollution emissions than burning coal or petroleum products, and further provides that natural gas is an efficient, clean-burning, and economical energy resource; and

[bookmark: wa_aeaf9a7f0]Whereas, the General Assembly encourages the use of natural gas as an electric generation resource as electric utilities seek to diversify their respective generation portfolios as they transition away from coal plants while still meeting the energy demands of this State in a reliable, safe, and affordable manner; and

[bookmark: wa_ac50ff3f4]Whereas, propane and butane are materials that can be obtained during the processing of natural gas; and

[bookmark: wa_52b29c7a0]Whereas, the U.S. Department of Energy provides that propane is an alternative transportation fuel, and the interest in this type of fuel “stems from its domestic availability, high‑energy density, clean‑burning qualities, and relatively low cost”. Now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_fcd7f54c5]SECTION 1.	The General Assembly encourages the use of natural gas, liquid natural gas, propane, and butane as electric generation resources and hereby deems natural gas, liquid natural gas, propane, and butane to be “green energy” resources. The General Assembly also encourages interested parties to identify and implement opportunities for the use of these green energy resources for the generation of electricity, furthering economic development in our State, and for other appropriate uses. In addition, all state government entities must incorporate these green energy resources into their respective operations to the maximum extent possible.
[bookmark: up_333fecfc4] 
[bookmark: bs_num_2_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 2.	This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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