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A bill

TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑104‑20, RELATING TO THE PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM SO AS TO EXTEND BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM BEGINNING WITH THE SCHOOL YEAR 2024‑2025 TO ELIGIBLE GRADUATE STUDENTS WHO COMPLETE THEIR UNDERGRADUATE WORK IN FEWER SEMESTERS THAN AUTHORIZED FOR ELIGIBILITY; BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑149‑10, RELATING TO LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS MAY BE AVAILABLE TO ELIGIBLE GRADUATE STUDENTS AS INDICATED IN THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION’S REGULATIONS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑149‑10, RELATING TO LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS SO AS TO EXTEND BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAM TO ELIGIBLE GRADUATE STUDENTS WHO COMPLETE THEIR UNDERGRADUATE WORK IN FEWER SEMESTERS THAN AUTHORIZED FOR ELIGIBILITY; BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑149‑30, RELATING TO FULL‑TIME ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENT FOR LIFE SCHOLARSHIP, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE BENEFIT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO ELIGIBLE GRADUATE STUDENTS; BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑149‑60, RELATING TO DURATION OF SCHOLARSHIP FOR THE LIFE SCHOLARSHIP, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE BENEFIT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO ELIGIBLE GRADUATE STUDENTS AS INDICATED IN THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION’S REGULATIONS; AND BY AMENDING SECTION 59‑149‑90, RELATING TO ADDITIONAL DEGREES, SO AS TO INDICATE THAT ELIGIBLE GRADUATE STUDENTS MAY RECEIVE LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THEIR REMAINING PERIOD OF UNDERGRADUATE ELIGIBILITY.

[bookmark: ew_58fb38224]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

[bookmark: bs_num_1_afb2f8662][bookmark: dl_f3462b0b8]SECTION 1.	Section 59‑104‑20 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding subsection (J) to read:

[bookmark: ns_T59C104N20_394363ffe][bookmark: ss_T59C104N20SJ_lv1_f6dca7f3d]	(J) Beginning with school year 2024‑2025, if a student eligible to receive a Palmetto Fellow Scholarship Award pursuant to this section and Section 59‑104‑30 completes his undergraduate degree in fewer semesters than authorized to receive the Palmetto Fellow Scholarship Award, the student may continue to receive the Palmetto Fellow Scholarship Award for graduate study for up to the remaining number of semesters the student was eligible as an undergraduate to receive the Palmetto Fellow Scholarship Award. Full‑time enrollment as defined in Title IV of the Federal Higher Education Act is a requirement for eligibility. The student must be admitted, enrolled, and classified as a degree‑seeking undergraduate student or as an eligible graduate student. The Commission on Higher Education shall, by regulation, provide procedures for eligible students to apply for and receive a Palmetto Fellow Scholarship Award for graduate study.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_sub_A_66764a251][bookmark: dl_b0ec6729e]SECTION 2.A	Section 59‑149‑10(B) of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C149N10_20edb05c8][bookmark: ss_T59C149N10SB_lv1_d7de9e837]	(B) For purposes of this chapter, a “public or independent institution” which a student may attend to receive a LIFE Scholarship includes the following:
[bookmark: ss_T59C149N10S1_lv2_ddc6b5d2a]		(1) a South Carolina public institution defined in Section 59‑103‑5 and an independent institution as defined in Section 59‑113‑50.
[bookmark: ss_T59C149N10S2_lv2_5b7f867ae]		(2) a public or independent bachelor's or graduate level institution chartered before 1962 whose major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina;  or an independent bachelor's level institution which was incorporated in its original charter in 1962, was granted a license to operate in 1997 by the Commission on Higher Education, has continued to maintain a campus in South Carolina, and is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.  Institutions whose sole purpose is religious or theological training, or the granting of professional degrees do not meet the definition of “public or independent institution” for purposes of this chapter.

[bookmark: bs_num_2_sub_B_33d5e4389][bookmark: dl_bc6e14701]B.	Section 59‑149‑10 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding subsection (F) to read:

[bookmark: ns_T59C149N10_18714d64a][bookmark: ss_T59C149N10SF_lv1_3adb6e13b]	(F) In addition to the provisions of subsections (D) and (E), beginning with school year 2024‑2025, eligible resident students attending a graduate program at a public or independent institution as defined in this chapter may continue to receive a LIFE Scholarship for graduate study for up to the remaining number of semesters the student was eligible as an undergraduate to receive a LIFE Scholarship. The Commission on Higher Education shall, by regulation, provide procedures for eligible students to apply for and receive a LIFE Scholarship for graduate study.

[bookmark: bs_num_3_5848bda25][bookmark: dl_eaa66f071]SECTION 3.	Section 59‑149‑30 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C149N30_19da69e46]	Section 59‑149‑30.	Full‑time enrollment as defined in Title IV of the Federal Higher Education Act is a requirement for eligibility. The student must be admitted, enrolled, and classified as a degree‑seeking undergraduate student or as an eligible graduate student.

[bookmark: bs_num_4_609942b5d][bookmark: dl_8d9661e46]SECTION 4.	Section 59‑149‑60 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C149N60_db9e357f3][bookmark: up_fc78aaf3c]	Section 59‑149‑60.	(A) The student may receive a LIFE Scholarship for not more than ten semesters for a five‑year degree program, eight semesters for a four‑year degree program, four semesters for a two‑year degree program, or six semesters for a three‑year degree program.
[bookmark: ss_T59C149N60SB_lv1_e5c6e8416]	(B) If a student completes an undergraduate program in fewer semesters than those authorized in subsection (A), the student may continue to receive a LIFE Scholarship for graduate study for up to the remaining number of semesters the student was eligible to receive a LIFE Scholarship as an undergraduate. The Commission on Higher Education shall promulgate regulations for students to apply for and receive a LIFE Scholarship for graduate study.

[bookmark: bs_num_5_c3c2fc06f][bookmark: dl_083a39f25]SECTION 5.	Section 59‑149‑90 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T59C149N90_54e5db259][bookmark: up_760b27802]	Section 59‑149‑90.	(A) Students must not have been adjudicated delinquent or been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to any felonies or any second or subsequent alcohol or drug‑related offenses under the laws of this or any other state or under the laws of the United States in order to be eligible for a LIFE Scholarship, except that a high school or college student otherwise qualified who has been adjudicated delinquent or has been convicted or pled guilty or nolo contendere to a second or subsequent alcohol or drug‑related misdemeanor offense nevertheless shall be eligible or continue to be eligible for such scholarships after the expiration of one academic year from the date of the adjudication, conviction, or plea.
[bookmark: ss_T59C149N90SB_lv1_1660fee5f]	(B) Regardless Unless otherwise provided by this chapter for graduate study, regardless of the number of hours attempted, once the student has earned a bachelor's degree, he is ineligible for a LIFE Scholarship to seek another degree.

[bookmark: bs_num_6_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 6.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. Prior to the school year 2024‑2025, the Commission on Higher Education must promulgate initial regulations for extending eligibility for Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Awards and LIFE Scholarships for graduate study.
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