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(A167, R193, S968)

[bookmark: at_ea731edb7]AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY AMENDING SECTION 56‑1‑80, RELATING TO APPLICATIONS FOR DRIVER’S LICENSES OR PERMITS, SO AS TO ALLOW APPLICANTS TO VOLUNTARILY DISCLOSE THEIR BLOOD TYPES, ALLOW THEIR BLOOD TYPES TO BE DISCLOSED ON DRIVER’S LICENSES AND PERMITS, AND TO PROVIDE NO CAUSE OF ACTION MAY ARISE NOR LIABILITY BE IMPOSED ON CERTAIN PERSONS WHEN INACCURATE BLOOD TYPES ARE INDICATED ON DRIVER’S LICENSES AND PERMITS.

[bookmark: ew_ac728a531]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Driver’s license and permit applications

[bookmark: bs_num_1_5cb295be1][bookmark: dl_8c71f973b]SECTION 1.	Section 56-1-80 of the S.C. Code is amended to read:

[bookmark: cs_T56C1N80_134f36a50][bookmark: ss_T56C1N80SA_lv1_3e0a267cf]	Section 56-1-80.	(A) An application for a driver’s license or permit must:
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S1_lv2_12c092a8a]		(1) be made upon the form furnished by the department;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S2_lv2_5e2958184]		(2) be accompanied by the proper fee and acceptable proof of date and place of birth;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S3_lv2_28383a936]		(3) contain the full name, date of birth, sex, race, and residence address of the applicant and briefly describe the applicant;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S4_lv2_e26e91e8e]		(4) state whether the applicant has been licensed as an operator or chauffeur and, if so, when and by what state or country;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S5_lv2_af70b201e]		(5) state whether a license or permit has been suspended or revoked or whether an application has been refused and, if so, the date of and reason for the suspension, revocation, or refusal;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S6_lv2_14b7dd1ba]		(6) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose a permanent medical condition, provided that the disclosure is made on a form prescribed by the department and includes a certification from a physician licensed in this State, as defined in Chapter 47, Title 40 that affirms the existence of the medical condition.  The medical condition must be indicated by a symbol designated by the department on the driver’s license and contained in the driver’s record. The motor vehicle record of a driver may not contain more than three permanent medical conditions unless subitem (A)(8) or (A)(9) applies;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S7_lv2_20f742a3b]		(7) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose that he is an organ and tissue donor, which must be indicated by a symbol designated by the department on the driver’s license and contained in the driver’s record;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S8_lv2_154b54337]		(8) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose that he is autistic, which must be indicated by a symbol designated by the department on the driver’s license and contained in the driver’s record.  The applicant must provide documentation that he is autistic from a physician licensed in this State, as defined in Section 40-47-20(35);
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S9_lv2_7e4a770b0]		(9) allow an applicant voluntarily to disclose blood type, provided that the disclosure is made on a form prescribed by the department and includes a certification from a physician or medical provider. Blood type must be indicated by a symbol designated by the department on the driver’s license and contained in the driver’s record. The department may use the same symbol used to indicate voluntary disclosure of a permanent medical condition; and
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S10_lv2_9fa745f31]		 (10) include a statement that certain driver’s license and driver’s record information may be released, upon request, pursuant to subsection (B).
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80SB_lv1_ad22c16b9][bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S1_lv2_337e93d60]	(B)(1) The information contained on a driver’s license and in the driver’s department records pertaining to a person’s permanent medical condition, as provided for in item (A)(6) or item (A)(8), or blood type, as provided for in item (A)(9), must be made available, upon request only to:
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80Sa_lv3_bf2c71c52]			(a) law enforcement, emergency medical services, and hospital personnel;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80Sb_lv3_c342d26c4]			(b) the medical advisory board pursuant to Section 56-1-221;
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80Sc_lv3_d24ff69f7]			(c) permitted entities pursuant to the Driver Privacy Protection Act, 18 U.S.C.A. 2721; and
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80Sd_lv3_5a29673b0]			(d) the person to whom the records of the permanent medical condition applies.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S2_lv2_606f8916d]		(2) The information contained on a driver’s license and in the driver’s department records pertaining to a person’s organ and tissue donor status, as provided for in item (A)(7), must be made available, upon request only to:
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80Sa_lv3_c7d077c02]			(a) law enforcement, emergency medical services, and hospital personnel; and
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80Sb_lv3_69ea412ab]			(b) the South Carolina Donor Referral Network, as provided for in Section 44-43-910.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S3_lv2_d59c4dd13]		(3) The information contained on a driver’s license and in the driver’s department records pertaining to a person’s permanent medical condition, as provided for in item (A)(6) or item (A)(8), and pertaining to a person’s organ and tissue donor status, as provided for in item (A)(7), or blood type, as provided for in item (A)(9), may not be sold and is exempt from disclosure pursuant to Chapter 4, Title 30, the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S4_lv2_7f6b2ec63]		(4) No cause of action may arise nor may liability be imposed against any person, government entity, or government entity officer, agent, or employee arising from any action taken by any person in reliance upon an inaccurate blood type indicated on a person’s driver’s license or driver’s record when the license holder, physician, or medical provider provided the inaccurate blood type on the forms required pursuant to this section.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80SC_lv1_ba414fb2c][bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S1_lv2_e514cc8e0]	(C)(1) Whenever an application is received from a person previously licensed or permitted in another state, the Department of Motor Vehicles may request a copy of the applicant’s record from the other state. When received, the record becomes a part of the driver’s record in this State with the same effect as though entered on the operator’s record in this State in the original instance. Every person who obtains a driver’s license or permit for the first time in South Carolina and every person who renews his driver’s license or permit in South Carolina must be furnished a written request form for completion and verification of liability insurance coverage.
[bookmark: ss_T56C1N80S2_lv2_88e59ed36]	(2) The completed and verified form or an affidavit prepared by the department showing that neither he, nor a resident relative, owns a motor vehicle subject to the provisions of this chapter, must be delivered to the department at the time the license or permit is issued or renewed.

Time effective

[bookmark: bs_num_2_76007b3c6][bookmark: eff_date_section_eaa11584d]SECTION 2.	This act takes effect six months after approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 15th day of May, 2024.

Approved the 20th day of May, 2024. 
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