
Prescription for Innovation:       
Vision, Commitment, Progress



Who is ConnectKentucky?

ConnectKentucky is a public/private partnership 
that leverages the latest in technology and 
networking to ensure Kentucky remains the 
place of choice to work, live and raise a family.

2006 Honors and Recognition
2006 United States Economic Development Administration's 

Excellence in Innovation
ConnectKentucky and Kentucky's Prescription for Innovation

2006 Southern Growth Policies Board Innovation Award
ConnectKentucky and No Child Left Offline

Who We Are





Before:
• Good news: state had good policy ideas, 

good momentum

• Bad news: the lack of basic technology 
infrastructure was a major hindrance

Why ConnectKentucky



Low broadband availability, low use 
where it did exist

No cohesive strategy with goals and 
accountability

Why ConnectKentucky



• Comprehensive/Statewide

• Simultaneous Demand Creation & 
Supply Enhancement

ConnectKentucky



1. 100% household broadband 
deployment by the end of 2007

2. Dramatically improved use of 
computers and the Internet

3. eCommunity leadership teams in all 
120 counties

4. Environment friendly for future 
technology investment

Four Key Goals



Key Measurements

Percentage of broadband availability 60%

Number of counties with technology plans 0

Household computer ownership 58%

Percentage of KY graduates who chose to 
remain in Kentucky to live and work

73%

Percentage growth of Kentucky IT jobs -7.8%

Before:

Number of counties with websites 40



What Have We Done? 
Partnered to identify the gaps. 



What Have We Done? 
Provided market intelligence to lower 

cost of entry for providers.



Process: County Level Broadband 
Coverage Mapping



Process: Homes Unserved County Level



What Have We Done? 
Measured the barriers to 

broadband adoption.

Why don't you subscribe to broadband?

3%

16%

7%

23%

27%

26%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30%

I don't need broadband

Broadband is too expensive

Broadband is not available in
my area

I can get broadband access
somewhere else

Other reasons

Don't know/ refused

Source: 2005 ConnectKY Technology Assessment Study, n=3,179 adults with dialup access at home



eCommunity Strategies
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Leadership Team
Community leaders from nine sectors 

provide the most comprehensive 
picture of the community in terms of 
broadband deployment.  The team 

assesses and plans for broadband in 
each community.



eCommunity Strategies



The Impact

Percentage of broadband availability 60% 95%

Number of counties with technology plans 0 120

Increase in percentage of computer ownership 58% 70%

73% 86%

-7.8% 3.1%

Number of counties with websites 12040

Percentage of graduates who chose to remain 
in Kentucky to live and work

Percentage growth of Kentucky IT jobs

Before After



The Impact

Private capital invested in Kentucky 
telecommunications

$667 Million

Approximate number of new households that 
have received broadband access

518,000

Approximate number of Kentuckians who have 
received broadband access

1.4 Million

Growth rate of broadband adoption in Kentucky 73%



Joe Mefford
jmefford@connectky.org
www.connectky.org

http://www.connectky.org/

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	�Why ConnectKentucky
	Why ConnectKentucky
	�ConnectKentucky�
	�Four Key Goals
	�Key Measurements�
	What Have We Done?� Partnered to identify the gaps. 
	What Have We Done?�Provided market intelligence to lower �cost of entry for providers.
	Process: County Level Broadband Coverage Mapping
	Process: Homes Unserved County Level
	What Have We Done?�Measured the barriers to �broadband adoption.
	eCommunity Strategies
	eCommunity Strategies
	The Impact
	The Impact
	Slide Number 18

