 Joint Education Funding Study Committee Meeting

Wednesday, February 21, 2007

4:00 PM

308 Gressette Building

Present:

Chairman Hayes

Senator Setzler

Senator Fair

Senator Short

Senator Cromer

Absent:

Senator Matthews

· Senator Hayes opened the meeting at 4:10 p.m.

· Senator Hayes said that he would like to reach a consensus in 3 areas: the poverty index on all dollars, weighting for districts with growth, and to lessen the burden on the local portion.

· Senator Setzler asked a question about the poverty index on all dollars.  Staff answered that it would include an add-on weight to current weights (for EFA).  Staff needs to determine what the committee wants the factor to be.  “Poverty” will need to be defined.

· Dr. Carl Fulmer spoke about the weights and said that he looked at it as an add-on.

· Dr. Karen Woodward gave examples of possible poverty weightings.  

· Senator Short said that she would like to go to 80%20% (lessening local burden) as a first step.  She said she would hope to provide more flexibility in a permanent way.

· Senator Hayes said that fast-growing districts really have problems; the committee needs to do something meaningful.  Senator Short asked if the 80%20% wouldn’t help the growing districts more.  The committee looked at charts.  Dr. Fulmer commented (based on Act 388).

· Dr. Woodward proposed a weighting of 1.2 for growth.

· Senator Fair asked if they couldn’t trigger a weighting based on a sliding scale once districts are beyond the average state growth.  Staff handed out additional spreadsheets.

· Senator Short feared that the districts considered in need of funding would lose.  Senator Hayes said that the poverty weighting does not necessarily hurt the “poverty” districts like it does the fast-growing districts.

· Senator Setzler, Dr. Woodward, and Dr. Anderson spoke about the possibility of the additional money “following the child.”  Dr. Anderson said that the committee may want to use 0.4 rather than 0.2.  Dr. Anderson also said that changing the pupil/teacher ratio creates problems in communities.  

· Senator Short asked staff to provide some real dollar amounts.  Staff asked the committee to define “poverty” so that numbers can be run.

· Senator Short mentioned that the Medicaid population changes more than the free and reduced lunch population does.  She said that it would be difficult to use both figures; she suggested using the free and reduced lunch numbers only.  Dr. Anderson said that that might not work for high schools.  Dr. Woodward suggested using the index from the EOC.  Senator Hayes agreed to use the index from the EOC.

· Staff asked for a poverty weight.  Senator Short said that it should be 0.2 or higher.  She also recommended using Senator Fair’s concept for growth.  Staff asked the committee to define “growth.”  Senator Hayes recommended starting with the statewide average; may not want to change the factor.

· Dr. Fulmer spoke about a 1.2 index.  Senator Hayes responded that the committee ought to look at the numbers instead of the factors.  

· Senator Short asked if the concept couldn’t become much easier.  What if every student counts as a “2.”  No weights.  Staff promised to provide those figures.

· Staff asked for a factor for growth.  Senator Hayes suggested 1.2 on new students for numbers over the state average.

· Staff asked if the committee would prefer to use the 135-day or the 45-day count.  Senator Short said that most of the change comes in the summer, but that would mean that the 45-day count would cause a delay with the money.  Dr. Fulmer said that he would prefer the 45-day count.

· Senator Hayes said that the committee would look at the numbers for these 3 issues.

· The next meeting is to be announced.

· The committee adjourned at 5:15 p.m.

*All Joint Education Funding Study Committee meetings are recorded.

