 Joint Education Funding Study Committee Meeting

Wednesday, September 27, 2006

10:30 AM

105 Gressette Building

Attendance:

Chairman Hayes

Senator Setzler

Senator Matthews

Senator Fair

Senator Short

Senator Richardson

· Chairman Hayes opened the meeting at 10:45 a.m. 

· Staff described 59-21-1030 EIA Local Maintenance of Effort: including the chronology of the legislation, the responsibilities, and some considerations as the members hear recommendations.

· A member had requested some details about some school districts’ standings, and staff presented a “sample” document for the consideration of a new base point (not a recommendation).

· Staff answered several of the members’ questions regarding the “sample” document.

· Staff stated that the committee had requested that any of the speakers from the previous meeting who would like to make a recommendation should do so now.

· The first recommendation came from SCASA.  Dr. Rallie Liston, superintendent of Spartanburg School District 4 spoke for a moment on behalf of all of the schools, not just Spartanburg School District 4.

· Dr. Karl  Fulmer then stepped in and explained the SCASA/SCSBA proposed recommendation.  He recommended that the revenue be “trued up” based on audited data.  A copy of the full proposal from Dr. Fulmer was given to each member of the committee.

· Dr. Fulmer and Mr. Bob Davis answered several questions from the members.

· Mr. Davis also made some comments and recommended that the revenue model would be the best way to go, and that a waiver should only be allowed should there be a decrease in local revenue.

· Robert Croom with the SC Association of Counties made offered the SCAC recommendations to the committee suggesting that the members consider the expenditure approach.

· Mr. Croom answered a few questions from the members of the committee.

· Staff reviewed data sources & updated documents that committee members had received in a previous meeting:


-FY 2006-07 State Education Funding Document (updated on the web)

-FY 2001-05 Statement of Revenues & Expenditures Document (updated on the web)

-FY 2004-05 Sorted Per Pupil Expenditures


-FY 2004-05 InSite (SDE website)

-FY 2006-07 EFA Financial Requirement (FY 06 135-Day Count) (SDE website)
· Chairman Hayes asked the committee about decision-making and several members indicated that they would prefer to have all of the information before making a policy decision.

· The revised agenda for upcoming meetings are to be announced.  

*All Joint Education Funding Study Committee meetings are recorded.
