Defined Minimum Program (DMP)

A set of educational standards established for the operations of schools and by which schools met accreditation requirements.

The Base Student Cost model consisted of cost components extracted from the accreditation requirements.

The model was based on an average size school district of 6,000 students.

Included in EFA:


teacher & administrative salaries


guidance services


testing


media services


plant operation & maintenance


staff development

SECTION 59‑20‑20. Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 
(1) “Foundation program” means the program proposed to establish substantially equitable current operation funding levels for programs for South Carolina’s public school students, regardless of their geographic location, after the students are transported to school and housed in school plants.

Excluded from EFA:


school building


transportation


food service


pilot programs


adult education


textbooks


employee benefits

SECTION 59‑20‑20. Definitions. 
(2) “Educational programs or elements of programs not included in the foundation program” means: 
(a) “Transportation”, which shall mean transportation to and from public schools for the students of South Carolina’s public schools provided by state, local or federal funds, or a combination thereof. 
(b) “Capital outlay”, which shall mean those funds used for the construction, improving, equipping, renovating or major repairing of school buildings or other school facilities, or the cost of acquisition of land whereon to construct or establish such school facilities in accordance with the definition provided in Section 59‑21‑310. 
(c) “Pilot programs”, which shall mean programs of a pilot or experimental nature usually designed for special purposes and for a specified period of time other than those included in the foundation program. 
(d) “Adult education”, which shall mean public education dealing primarily with students above eighteen years of age not enrolled as full time public school students and not classified as students of technical schools, colleges or universities of the State. 
(e) “Text books”, which shall mean books distributed under that system of rental and free text books now operated by the Department of Education. 
(f) “Food service programs”, which shall mean those programs dealing directly with the nutritional welfare of the student, such as the school lunch and school breakfast programs. 
(g) “Employee benefits”, which shall mean those benefits received by employees of the state public school systems and paid at least in part by the State, such as retirement, social security and health insurance.

