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GENERAL

INTRODUCTION




In 1984, the South Carolina General Assembly enacted the Education Improvement Act (EIA) as a means of reforming South Carolina’s system of public education. In order to receive periodic reports on the reform initiatives, the General Assembly incorporated into the EIA the requirement that the State Board of Education provide an annual assessment of the Act to the General Assembly by December 1 of each year. This report presents the first-year results of an EIA-funded evaluation of the statewide alternative school program and provides information about the schools, students, and general population of South Carolina.

The use of EIA funds to contract with outside entities is detailed in the 1999–2000 Appropriation Act, which calls for EIA funds to be used by the State Department of Education to “support its contracted program evaluations.”  




The Education Improvement Act provided for an annual assessment report to be prepared and presented to the General Assembly and the Governor. This edition is the first in a series of annual assessment reports presenting an in-depth evaluation of current reform initiatives.
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