Judicial Merit Selection Commission

Created by Sec. 2-19-10 to provide for the manner in which justices and judges of the courts of this State, including Administrative Law Judges, are selected by the General Assembly.  Whenever an election is to be held by the General Assembly in Joint Session, for members of the judiciary, a Judicial Merit Selection Commission, composed of ten members, shall be appointed to consider the qualifications of the candidates. The Commission shall adopt rules to address, among other things, the confidentiality of records and other information received concerning candidates for judicial office, the conduct of proceedings before the Commission, the receipt of public statements in support of, or in opposition to, any of the candidates, procedures to review the qualifications of retired judges for continued judicial service, contacting incumbent judges regarding their desire to seek re-election, prohibition against candidates communicating with individual members of the Commission concerning qualifications of candidates unless specifically authorized by the Commission.

(5 members apptd. by the Speaker of the House of Reps. and of these appts., 3 must be serving members of the General Assembly and 2 members must be selected from the general public; 3 members apptd. by the Chm. of the Sen. Judiciary Com. and 2 members apptd. by the Pres. Pro Tempore of the Sen., and of these appts., 3 must be serving members of the General Assembly, and 2 members must be selected from the general public.)

