THE STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT PLANNING OR ZONING OFFICIALS AND EMPLOYEES
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING
 HELD ON January 25, 2005
At 10:00 a.m.
MASC BOARD ROOM
1411 Gervais Street
COLUMBIA, SC 29211


Members Present:
Steve Riley, Chairman; Phil England, Terry Ferris, and Donna London, committee members.
Members Absent:
Dennis Lambries, Vice-Chair.
Guests Present:
Kathy Williams and Robert Croom, S.C.A.C.


1. CALL TO ORDER
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and noted that Vice-Chair Dennis Lambries had been called to jury duty and was unable to attend.

2. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT COMPLIANCE
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Terry Farris moved to approve the agenda.  Donna London seconded.  The motion was passed with a vote of 4-0.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Terry Farris moved to approve the minutes of the October 13, 2004 meeting.  Donna London seconded.  Two corrections were noted.  The motion to approve as amended was passed with a vote of 4-0.
5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman noted that the RFP had been posted on the Committee webpage and efforts had been made and were continuing to notify organizations and groups that might have an interest in submitting proposals for educational programs.

6. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE MEMBERS
It was noted that Dennis Lambries had sent an e-mail on January 19th informing the members of upcoming training he would be providing to clerks and other local government officials regarding the State’s new educational requirements.  This training was being done in his role as Institute employee and he was not otherwise being compensated for this.
7. APPEARANCE BY CITIZENS

Kathy Williams and Robert Croom with SCAC presented copies of their proposal to provide an orientation program in response to the Committee’s RFP.  Their proposal calls for two three-hour segments.  They have been in discussions with the MASC, SCAPA and others about adopting similar structures such that someone might take the first section from SCAC and the last section from some other provider; if that worked best for their schedule.  They plan to record the program on a DVD and make it available – with a proctor – for use in communities where one or more member was unable to attend all or a portion.  They do not plan to charge a fee for attending the program.  An additional speaker on ethics may be added to the program.
The members thanked the SCAC for their proposal and, while noting the RFP promised a response within 30 days; pledged to try to complete the review more quickly.

8. OLD BUSINESS
a)
Approval of By-Laws

Several revisions were offered.  It was suggested that Art. IV, Sec. 4 be amended to add “of that particular meeting” to the end of the Section.  Under Art.V, Sec. 4, add the following at the end of the Section: “The Chairman may vote on any matter before the Committee.”  In Art. VII, Sec. 2, add “; as required by the State Ethics Act.” to the end of the Section.  On motion by Phil England, second by Donna London, the bylaws were adopted as amended on a vote of 4-0.
8.
NEW BUSINESS

b)
Web site development
Steve Riley reported that the website was up and running.

There was a discussion regarding the possibility of creating a “Frequently Asked Questions” section for the web.  Steve distributed a draft of some questions he had developed.  After discussion, it was generally agreed that we needed to be careful about providing advice.  The best advice is to consult the jurisdiction’s municipal or county attorney.  It was agreed to hold off on creating and posting FAQs.

c. Review of Sanctioning Process
There was a discussion with the SCAC representatives regarding the process for approving orientation programs.  It was noted that the intent was to provide an “approval” via e-mail within 30 days.  Such “approvals” would be formally adopted at a subsequent quarterly meeting of the Committee.  The Chair agreed to explore the proper working or terminology needed to provide appropriate assurances to an applicant to enable them to move forward with scheduling and presentation of their approved program without violating the prohibition against “voting” outside a meeting.

The issue of reappointment to the Committee was discussed. The Chair agreed to contact Paula Benson and urge that the appointment of Terry Farris be moved along as quickly as possible; along with the reappointments of Steve Riley, Dennis Lambries, and Phil England.

9. NEW BUSINESS

a)
Consideration of Annual Report


Terry Farris noted a correction in the date of the expiration of the term he has been nominated for.  On motion by Donna London, second by Phil England, the Committee voted 4-0 to adopt the Annual Report and to submit it as set forth in the State Code.
b)
Communication Procedures with the Public
Much of this discussion had already been covered under the update on the website (Item 8(b) above).  Following additional discussion, it was agreed that as questions come in, the Committee members will confer by e-mail and endeavor to refer people to the applicable section of the State Code.  If there is not an easy or clear answer to the question, we will then consider posting such questions, and answers, on the website.

10. ADJOURNMENT
Donna London moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:37 a.m.  Phil England seconded.  The motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
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