SOUTH CAROLINA PLANNING EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING
 HELD ON January 25, 2006
At 10:00 a.m.
MASC TRAINING ROOM
1411 Gervais Street
Columbia, SC


Members Present:
Steve Riley, Chairman; Terry Farris and Donna London, Committee members.
Members Absent: Dennis Lambries, Vice-Chairman; Phil England, Committee member.
Guests Present:
Natalie Viers, MASC; Kathy Williams & Lisa Mesang, S.C.A.C.


1. CALL TO ORDER
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:10 a.m. It was noted that Dennis Lambries had a conflict and Phil England was recovering from surgery.

2. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT COMPLIANCE
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

There were no recommended changes to the agenda and the Chair dispensed with the approval of the agenda.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. Donna London moved to approve the minutes of the October 11, 2005 regular meeting.  Steve Riley seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of 2-0-1.  Terry Farris abstained because of his absence from the meeting.

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
None.
6. REPORTS FROM MEMBERS
None.

7. OLD BUSINESS
None.

8. NEW BUSINESS
a. Election of Officers.
Donna London moved to elect the existing slate of officers to serve for another year.  Terry Farris seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously.

b. Review and Approval of 2005 Annual Report.
Following review and discussion, Donna London moved to approve the report as submitted.  Terry Farris seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.
c. Discussion of blanket approvals for continuing education programs.

There was agreement that the Committee had previously agreed that any programs or training put on by either the SC Chapter of the American Planning Association (SCAPA) or the national APA would be automatically considered as meeting the requirements for continuing education credit.  No further application or submittal by either organization would be required.

There was no interest in granting additional blanket approvals.

Kathy Williams noted that SCAC offers a series of training programs, several of which have planning-related topics.  She was urged to submit an application for certification for those specific courses.  It would not be necessary to seek approval each time the course was offered. The courses would be considered and, if approved, the approval would run for a three-year period as was done for the orientation training programs.  Natalie Viers was urged to make a similar application for the standing training programs offered by the MASC that have a planning-related focus.

d. Consideration of whether to exempt those who completed the SC Planning Academy from the Orientation Training Requirements.
Steve Riley moved to approve the SCAPA’s SC Planning Academy program as an approved Orientation Training Program; based on the submitted application.  Terry Farris seconded the motion.  In answer to a question from Kathy Williams, Steve Riley clarified that this was not an exemption from the Orientation Training Requirements of the State Code for any individual or group of individuals; but rather an after-the-fact approval of the SC Planning Academy.  Those who attended the program and received a certificate from that program will be considered to have 
be granted.   That everyone can benefit from training.


complied with the orientation training requirements of the law.  The motion was approved unanimously.
e. Discussion of response times for RFPs.

It was noted that the RFP posted on the Committee web page indicates that our pledge to review applications and provide a response within 30 days was subject to review after December of 2005.  Following discussion, it was agreed that no changes in the review time would be made at this time.  Terry Farris agreed to monitor this and make any recommendations he felt necessary in the future.

f. Request from MASC for approval of additional proctors.

A request had been received from MASC asking that their Executive Director, Howard Duvall, and their Director of Intergovernmental Relations, Gary Cannon, be approved as proctors.  Neither meets the exemption criteria set forth in the State Code, but both hold MPA degrees and have extensive municipal government experience.  Terry Farris moved to approve and Donna London seconded.  During discussion, the members made clear that this was not an exemption from the training requirements for anyone holding an MPA degree.  Neither of these individuals is subject to the orientation and training requirements of the law.  This motion is to allow these two specific individuals to serve as proctors in the delivery of the MASC/SCAPA/SCARC Orientation Training Program.  The motion was approved unanimously.
g. Discussion of possible promotional efforts by the Committee through SCAC and MASC to remind their members of the continuing education requirements for 2006.

Kathy Williams and Natalie Viers provided an overview of the steps taken by their respective organizations to educate their members regarding the requirements of the law.  There was agreement that these efforts were most welcome and that no further action was necessary.

9. ADJOURNMENT
Terry Farris moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:38 a.m.  Donna London seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously.
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