SOUTH CAROLINA PLANNING EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE TELEPHONE CONFERENCE CALL MEETING
 HELD ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2006
At 10:00 a.m.
TOWN HALL CONFERENCE ROOM #1

One Town Center Court

Hilton Head Island, SC



Members Present:
Steve Riley, Chairman; Dennis Lambries, Vice-Chairman; Terry Farris, Phil England and Donna London, Committee members.
Members Absent: 
None.
Guests Present:
Michelle James, MASC


1. CALL TO ORDER
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 

2. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT COMPLIANCE

Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Terry Farris asked that the Committee seek a review of the orientation program reviews from the MASC and SCAC.

4. NEW BUSINESS

a. Consideration of the Town of Mt. Pleasant Application for accreditation of Continuing Education Courses: Ethics, FOIA and Vested Rights.
Donna London made a motion to approve, seconded by Phil England.  There were discussions regarding the length of time to place on the approval and whether there was a need to be concerned about the City re-using this program year after year.  A question was asked about whether there were any concerns about setting the precedent of allowing local governments to put on in-house continuing education programs.  Following discussion, the maker and seconder of the motions agreed to add the following conditions:  approval is granted through December 2008; approval is for the specific speakers as indicated in the application.  The applicant is urged to present a variety of continuing education programs in the years ahead.  The motion, as amended, was approved unanimously.

b. Consideration of an Application for accreditation of a Continuing Education Course: SC Urban & Community Forestry Council: Tree Solutions 2006-a practical conference for arborists, planners and communities.
A motion to approve was made by Phil England and seconded by Dennis Lambries.  Donna London recused herself from the discussion and vote because of her service on the board of the Forestry Council.  Following discussion, the motion was approved by a vote of 4-0-1.

c. Consideration of a request to allow APA programs to count toward the Orientation Training Requirement.
Concerns were expressed by several members about this request.  Terry Farris pointed out that the application form for orientation programs, as previously approved by Committee, contains specific requirements for such courses.  Several members agreed that the original intent of the Committee was to assure a basic overview of South Carolina planning law as well as State ethics laws, together with other specific topics.  After further discussion it was agreed that the "applicant" be advised that use of only APA programs would not be approved, but that they might want to explore using some combination of APA programs with South Carolina-specific modules.

d. Discussion of concerns raised by the Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC) regarding delivery of Orientation Training by some entities.
Michelle James participated in this conversation and reported that she and Howard Duvall had had a very good meeting with 9 of the 10 COG Directors and that many of the initial concerns had been resolved.  She asked for a letter from the Committee clarifying the conditions of approval.  Following discussion, the Chairman decided against sending a letter at this time.

Phil England raised a question posed from a staff member of one of the COGs regarding additional requirements for proctors.  Following discussion, there was general agreement that MASC was the applicant and "owner" of their orientation program and that if they wished to impose additional requirements on proctors, that was their prerogative.
5. ADJOURNMENT
There was a brief discussion on whether there was a need for the October 10th meeting in Columbia.  It was agreed to postpone a decision.  

There being no further business, the Chair declared the meeting closed at 10:43 AM.
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