SOUTH CAROLINA PLANNING EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING
 HELD ON October 11, 2005
At 10:00 a.m.
SCAC TRAINING ROOM
1919 Thurmond Mall
Columbia, SC 29211


Members Present:
Steve Riley, Chairman; Dennis Lambries, Vice-Chairman; Phil England and Donna London, Committee members.
Members Absent: Terry Farris, Committee member.
Guests Present:
Kathy Williams, S.C.A.C.


1. CALL TO ORDER
The Chairman called the meeting to order at 10:26 a.m. and noted that Terry Farris had written to say he would be unable to attend the meeting.

2. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT COMPLIANCE
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

There were no recommended changes to the agenda and the Chair dispensed with the approval of the agenda.
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
a. Phil England moved to approve the minutes of the January 25, 2005 regular meeting.  Dennis Lambries seconded. One correction was noted.  The motion to approve the amended minutes was approved unanimously.

b. Donna London moved to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2005 conference call meeting.  Phil England seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.

c. Phil England moved to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2005 conference call meeting.  Donna London seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.

d. Donna London moved to approve the minutes of the August 5, 2005 conference call meeting.  Dennis Lambries seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.

5. OLD BUSINESS
a)
Approval of the program materials for the MASC/SCAPA/SCARC Orientation Training Program
On motion by Phil England, second by Dennis Lambries, approval was granted unanimously.  These materials had been reviewed previously by the individual board members and a verbal acknowledgement of acceptability had previously been forwarded to the applicant by the Chairman.
6. NEW BUSINESS

a)
Discussion of process for certifying continuing education programs
Steve Riley noted that Terry Farris had called our attention to the fact that the RFP was drafted to address both the orientation training and the continuing education training.  There was consensus not to try to amend the RFP at this time.  The Chairman agreed to write to various organizations, such as SCAC, MASC, SCAPA and others who might already be offering training programs that could qualify for continuing education requirements and make them aware of the program and the need to gain approval from our Committee.

There was discussion about granting blanket approvals to organizations such as the national APA for any program that they put on. It was decided to discuss this further at the January meeting.

Discussion turned to the expected requests from individuals for after-the-fact approvals of training programs they may have attended.  There was no determination on whether they would have to fill out the entire RFP or submit a letter with a copy of the program materials.  It was generally agreed that we should try to respond to these within 30 to 45 days.  No final determination on the process such individuals would have to follow was made.
Donna London asked what information municipal and county clerks have received regarding their role and responsibility under the law.  Kathy Williams reported that SCAC has offered training to the clerks, has made a mailing and has posted information on their web page.  Steve Riley agreed to contact MASC to determine what steps they have taken.

b) Consideration of additional exemptions from the ongoing continuing education requirements
Several members expressed their views that additional exemptions should not be granted.   That everyone can benefit from training.

One issue that did arise was whether an exemption from the Orientation Training Requirements should be granted to those who had completed the six hour SC Planning Academy course and received their certification.  This was a program previously offered by SCAPA and since disbanded.  The question had come from a graduate of the course.  After some discussion, it was agreed that Donna London would contact SCAPA to discuss the matter and to bring back any recommendation to the next meeting.

c) Approval of 2006 meeting schedule
On a motion by Dennis Lambries, second by Phil England, the proposed meeting schedule for 2006 was approved.
7.
 Other Business
It was noted that Donna’s appointment as a SCAPA representative on the Committee would expire in June of 2006.  Our enabling legislation requires SCAPA to notify the Governor by December 31st of this year regarding their proposed nominee.  Donna will notify SCAPA.

Kathy Williams raised a question about the record keeping requirements under the law.  For the Orientation training, reporting to the clerk is due on December 31st of each year, but the reporting for the continuing education requirements is tied to the anniversary of the appointment or employment date of the individual.  She felt this will cause undue confusion.  It was agreed to monitor this situation for a possible legislative amendment.

In that same vein, it was suggested that if there are legislative changes, we consider recommending some type of limitation on the language that exempts individuals from the Orientation Training program after a break in service.  It was suggested that if the break is too long in duration, laws may have changed and an orientation refresher would be in order.
8. ADJOURNMENT
Donna London moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:28 a.m.  Phil England seconded.  The motion passed with a vote of 4-0.
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