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TO:   ALL AGRICULTURE SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

 

FROM:  THE HONORABLE STEVE MOSS, CHAIRMAN 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

THE HONORABLE LUCAS ATKINSON 

THE HONORABLE BILL CHUMLEY 

THE HONORABLE GREGORY DUCKWORTH 

THE HONORABLE RUSSELL OTT  

 

 

DATE:  April 18, 2018 

 

 There will be a meeting of the Agriculture Subcommittee on Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

immediately upon adjournment of the Wildlife Subcommittee in Room 410 of the Blatt 

Building.  The following matter is on the agenda: 

 

S. 841 -- General Bill, By Senate Agriculture and Natural Resources  A BILL TO AMEND 

SECTION 22-1-17(A) OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO CONTINUING EDUCATION 

FOR MAGISTRATES, TO PROVIDE THAT CONTINUING EDUCATION FOR 

MAGISTRATES MUST REQUIRE TWO HOURS OF EDUCATION IN THE AREA OF 

ANIMAL CRUELTY; TO AMEND CHAPTER 1, TITLE 47 OF THE 1976 CODE, 

RELATING TO CRUELTY TO ANIMALS, BY ADDING ARTICLE 2, TO PROVIDE THAT 

A PERSON WHO CRUELLY TETHERS A DOG IS GUILTY OF A MISDEMEANOR AND, 

UPON CONVICTION, MUST BE PUNISHED BY IMPRISONMENT NOT EXCEEDING 
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NINETY DAYS OR BY A FINE OF NOT LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS NOR MORE 

THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS, OR BOTH, FOR A FIRST OFFENSE, OR BY 

IMPRISONMENT NOT EXCEEDING TWO YEARS OR BY A FINE NOT EXCEEDING 

TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS, OR BOTH, FOR A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE; 

TO AMEND SECTION 47-3-60 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO THE DISPOSITION 

OF QUARANTINED OR IMPOUNDED ANIMALS, TO PROVIDE THAT, UNDER 

CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, A LITTER OF UNIDENTIFIABLE DOGS OR CATS FOUR 

MONTHS OF AGE OR YOUNGER MAY BE TURNED OVER TO AN ORGANIZATION, 

AND TO PROVIDE THAT ALL HEALTHY, UNIDENTIFIABLE CATS FOUND OR 

PICKED UP FROM AN OUTSIDE AREA AND CONSIDERED STRAY MAY BE 

STERILIZED WITHIN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AND THEN RETURNED TO THE AREA 

IN WHICH THEY WERE  FOUND TWENTY-FOUR HOURS AFTER SURGERY; TO 

AMEND CHAPTER 1, TITLE 47 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO CRUELTY TO 

ANIMALS, BY ADDING SECTION 47-1-145, TO PROVIDE THAT ANY PERSON, 

ORGANIZATION, OR OTHER ENTITY THAT IS AWARDED CUSTODY OF AN ANIMAL 

UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 47-1-150 AND THAT PROVIDES SERVICES TO 

AN ANIMAL WITHOUT COMPENSATION MAY FILE A PETITION WITH THE COURT 

REQUESTING THAT THE DEFENDANT, IF FOUND GUILTY, BE ORDERED TO 

DEPOSIT FUNDS IN AN AMOUNT SUFFICIENT TO SECURE PAYMENT OF ALL THE 

REASONABLE EXPENSES INCURRED BY THE CUSTODIAN; TO AMEND SECTION 56-

3-9600(B) OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO THE SPECIAL FUND TO SUPPORT 

LOCAL ANIMAL SPAYING AND NEUTERING PROGRAMS, TO PROVIDE THAT AN 

AGENCY MAY APPLY FOR UP TO TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS PER GRANT 

APPLICATION AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH FISCAL YEAR AND MAY APPLY FOR 

MULTIPLE GRANTS DURING A FISCAL YEAR, TO PROVIDE THAT GRANTS MUST 

BE FULFILLED WITHIN SIX MONTHS OF RECEIVING FUNDS, AND TO PROVIDE 

THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE SHALL ENCOURAGE TIER 3 AND TIER 

4 COUNTIES TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GRANT PROGRAM; TO AMEND SECTION 40-

69-30 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO LICENSING REQUIREMENTS TO PRACTICE 

VETERINARY MEDICINE, TO PROVIDE THAT, SUBJECT TO THE JURISDICTION OF 

THIS STATE, DURING AN EMERGENCY OR NATURAL DISASTER, A VETERINARIAN 

OR VETERINARY TECHNICIAN WHO IS NOT LICENSED IN THIS STATE, BUT IS 

LICENSED AND IN GOOD STANDING IN ANOTHER JURISDICTION, MAY PRACTICE 

VETERINARY MEDICINE RELATED TO THE RESPONSE EFFORTS IN LOCATIONS IN 

THIS STATE IF AN OFFICIAL DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY HAS 

BEEN MADE BY  THE GOVERNOR AND AN OFFICIAL INVITATION HAS BEEN 

EXTENDED TO THE VETERINARIAN OR VETERINARY TECHNICIAN FOR A 

SPECIFIED TIME BY THE GOVERNOR WITHIN OR OUTSIDE THE EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE COMPACT; TO AMEND SECTION 47-3-470(3), SECTION 

47-3-480, AND SECTION 47-3-490 OF THE 1976 CODE, ALL RELATING TO THE 

STERILIZATION OF DOGS AND CATS, TO REPLACE THE TERM "ANIMAL REFUGE" 

WITH "RESCUE ORGANIZATION"; TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, TITLE 47 OF THE 1976 

CODE, RELATING TO DOGS AND OTHER DOMESTIC PETS, BY ADDING ARTICLE 16, 

TO  PROVIDE FOR SHELTERING STANDARDS AND TO PROVIDE THAT ANIMAL 

CONTROL OFFICERS  SHALL HAVE THE DUTY TO ENFORCE SHELTER 

STANDARDS, INCLUDING THE INVESTIGATION  OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST, AND 
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THE INSPECTION OF, ANIMAL SHELTERING FACILITIES; AND TO DEFINE 

NECESSARY TERMS. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


