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SENATE GENERAL COMMITTEE  
 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 
Room 308 Gressette Building - Columbia, SC 

9:00 a.m. 
 

Agenda 
 

I.   Call to Order 
 
II. Subcommittee Reports 
  
H. 3538 - General Bill, By J.E. Smith 
A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, TO ENACT 
THE "PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES RIGHT TO PARENT ACT" BY ADDING 
CHAPTER 21 TO TITLE 63 SO AS TO REQUIRE THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL 
SERVICES, LAW ENFORCEMENT, AND THE FAMILY AND PROBATE COURTS, 
AMONG OTHERS, TO PROTECT THE PARENTING RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH A 
DISABILITY BY ESTABLISHING CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS AND SAFEGUARDS 
APPLICABLE IN CHILD CUSTODY, CHILD PROTECTION, AND PROBATE 
GUARDIANSHIP PROCEEDINGS TO ENSURE THAT PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 
ARE NOT DENIED THE RIGHT TO PARENT OR TO HAVE CUSTODY OF OR 
VISITATION WITH A CHILD BECAUSE OF THE DISABILITY; AND TO PROHIBIT 
CHILD PLACING AGENCIES AND ADOPTION SERVICE PROVIDERS FROM 
DENYING PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY THE RIGHT TO ACCESS SERVICES 
BECAUSE OF THE PERSON'S DISABILITY, WITH EXCEPTIONS; TO AMEND 
SECTION 63-7-720, RELATING TO REASONABLE EFFORTS REQUIREMENTS FOR 
PROBABLE CAUSE HEARINGS, SO AS TO REQUIRE CERTAIN EFFORTS IF A 
PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN HAS A DISABILITY TO INCLUDE REFERRALS FOR 
SERVICES PROVIDING INSTRUCTION ON ADAPTIVE PARENTING TECHNIQUES 
AND OTHER REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS WITH REGARD TO ACCESSING 
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SERVICES; TO AMEND SECTION 63-7-1640, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO FAMILY 
COURT DETERMINATIONS WHETHER TO REQUIRE REASONABLE EFFORTS TO 
PRESERVE OR REUNIFY A FAMILY WHEN THE PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN 
HAS A DISABILITY, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE COURT TO TAKE INTO 
CONSIDERATION THE DISABILITY AND WAYS IN WHICH TO ACCOMMODATE THE 
DISABILITY TO PRESERVE OR REUNIFY THE FAMILY; TO AMEND SECTION 63-7-
2570, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO GROUNDS FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL 
RIGHTS, SO AS TO PROHIBIT TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS SOLELY ON 
THE BASIS OF A DISABILITY. 

Subcommittee Report: Favorable 
Subcommittee Members: Senators Young (Ch.), McElveen, Sheheen, Climer, and 
Goldfinch 

 
H. 3823 - General Bill, By Henderson, Bedingfield, Fry, Huggins, Johnson, Hewitt, 
Crawford, Duckworth, Allison, Forrester, Arrington, Tallon, Hamilton, Felder, Elliott, G.R. 
Smith, Jordan, B. Newton, Martin, Erickson, V.S. Moss, Long, Bradley, Weeks, Taylor, 
Putnam and Cogswell 
A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 63-7-310, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO MANDATED REPORTING OF SUSPECTED CHILD 
ABUSE OR NEGLECT, SO AS TO REQUIRE REPORTING WHEN AN INFANT OR 
FETUS IS EXPOSED TO ALCOHOL OR CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES. 

Subcommittee Report: Favorable as amended 
Subcommittee Members: Senators Young (Ch.), McElveen, Sheheen, Climer, and 
Goldfinch 
 

H. 3898 - General Bill, By Knight, Henegan, Spires, King, Douglas, Robinson-Simpson, 
Felder, Hosey, Clyburn, Mack, Kirby, Alexander, Bennett, Whipper, Collins, Arrington, 
Loftis, Pitts, Elliott and M. Rivers 
A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 63-9-780, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, 
RELATING TO ACCESS TO AND DISCLOSURE OF NONIDENTIFYING AND 
IDENTIFYING INFORMATION ABOUT ADOPTEES, BIOLOGICAL PARENTS, AND 
BIOLOGICAL SIBLINGS, SO AS TO APPLY ALSO TO BIOLOGICAL GRANDPARENTS, 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Subcommittee Report: Favorable 
Subcommittee Members: Senators Young (Ch.), McElveen, Sheheen, Climer, and 
Goldfinch 

 
III.  Adjournment 

 

    


