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Session 118 - (2009-2010)

H 3211 General Bill, By Gunn
Summary: Cigarette tax

A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-21-625 SO AS TO
IMPOSE A SURTAX ON EACH CIGARETTE IN AN AMOUNT OF FOUR AND SIXTY-FIVE HUNDREDTHS CENTS,
PROVIDE FOR THE CREDITING OF THE REVENUE FROM THE SURTAX TO THE MEDICAID TRUST FUND AND THE
HEALTH CARE ACCESS TRUST FUND, PROVIDE FOR REPORTING, PAYMENT, COLLECTION, AND ENFORCEMENT
OF THE SURTAX, AND DEFINE "CIGARETTE"; TO AMEND SECTION 12-21-620, RELATING TO THE ORIGINAL
CIGARETTE TAX, SO AS TO CONFORM DEFINITIONS; BY ADDING SECTION 11-11-230 SO AS TO CREATE AND
ESTABLISH IN THE STATE TREASURY THE MEDICAID TRUST FUND AND THE HEALTH CARE ACCESS TRUST FUND,
BOTH SO AS TO RECEIVE DEPOSITS OF THE REVENUES FROM THE CIGARETTE SURTAX AS SPECIFIED; TO
PROVIDE FOR USE OF THE MEDICAID TRUST FUND FOR ADDITIONAL COVERAGE FOR THE STATE CHILDREN'S
HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM TO TWO HUNDRED FIFTY PERCENT OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL AND, WITH
ANY EXCESS FUNDS, FOR MEDICAID SERVICES TO LOW INCOME FAMILIES WITH INCOMES UP TO ONE HUNDRED
PERCENT OF THE PREVAILING POVERTY LEVEL, AND TO PROVIDE FOR ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE MEDICAID
TRUST FUND; BY ADDING CHAPTER 62 TO TITLE 38 SO AS TO CREATE AND ESTABLISH THE HEALTH CARE
PREMIUM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, PROVIDING FOR PREMIUM ASSISTANCE IN THE AVERAGE AMOUNT OF TWO
THOUSAND DOLLARS TO AN ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A QUALIFYING HEALTH
INSURANCE PLAN, DESCRIBING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS, DEFINING THE
QUALIFYING INDIVIDUALLY OR EMPLOYER-SPONSORED INSURANCE PLANS, AND PROVIDING FOR
ADMINISTRATION AND REPORTING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE; AND BY ADDING SECTION 38-74-75 SO
AS TO CREATE THE HEALTH CARE ACCESS PROGRAM, ESTABLISHING A SELF-SUSTAINING AND FINANCIALLY
INDEPENDENT PORTION OF THE PREMIUM ASSISTANCE POOL, AND PROVIDING FOR ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS,
ADMINISTRATION, AND OPERATING GUIDELINES AND REPORTING BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE.
01/13/09 House Introduced and read first time HJ-95
01/13/09 House Referred to Committee on Ways and Means HJ-96
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