DOCUMENTATION SHEET

FOR BLOCK EQUIVALENCY FILES

(A) The file structure.

The Senate employed Maptitude for Redistricting 4.5, but these block equivalency files may be used with other commonly used redistricting software packages.  The file structure is 2 character fields. Field 1 is 15 bytes in length and is the Block ID Field 2 is 3 bytes in length and is the District ID. 

(B) The total number of plans.

Separate block equivalency files are provided and are identified in the submission letter: the proposed change, S. 591; the plan currently in effect, the 1997 Court plan, and an interim plan ordered to take effect for the 2004 elections by a three-judge panel, the 2002 Court plan. 

(C) For each plan field, an identification of the plan (e.g., state senate, congressional, county board, city council, school board) and its status or nature (e.g., plan currently in effect, adopted plan, alternative plan and sponsors).

See above.
(D) The number of districts in each plan field.

Each plan has 46 Senate Districts.

(E) Whether the plan field contains a complete or partial plan.

Each plan contains a complete redistricting plan.

(F) Any additional information the jurisdiction deems relevant such as bill number, date of adoption, etc., and a listing of any modifications the submitting authority has made that alter the structure of the TIGER/line geographic file.

None.

