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Document No. 1910

COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTAGE FOR THE PORT OF CHARLESTON
Chapter 136

Statutory Authority:  1976 Code Section 54-15-140

Synopsis:

These regulations amend existing regulations to (1) clarify and redefine the circumstances wherein State-licensed marine pilots shall exercise control of vessels during docking and undocking operations when the vessel master has employed the services of a docking master and (2) increase the registration fees paid annually that support the operations of the Commissioners of Pilotage.

Instructions: Amend 136-072c by replacing item (4) and adding a new item (5); Amend 136-035 by replacing item B.

Text:
136-072 c(4)

Replace with the following:

(4)
Perform the duties of bar and harbor pilot at such times and in such places whenever the safe navigation of the vessel requires, regardless of the status of tugs alongside.

Add:

(5)
Whenever a qualified docking master is controlling the vessel during a docking or undocking maneuver, and a safety need is deemed to exist in the expert opinion of the State-licensed pilot, the pilot must intervene through the vessel master.

136-035 B

Replace with the following:

B.
Pilot Registration Fee.  Every state pilot shall pay an annual registration fee to the Commission of $960.00.

Preliminary Fiscal Impact Statement

The Commissioners of Pilotage for the Port of Charleston estimates that there will be no additional costs incurred by the State or its political subdivisions in complying with the proposed amendments to Regulation 136-072 and 136-035.

Statement of Need and Reasonableness:

The proposed changes are needed and reasonable as they will insure the safe handling of vessels in potentially dangerous situations.  Increased fees will permit the Commission to continue to operate as needed and to participate in educational and instructional maritime functions.
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