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Document No. 3133

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

CHAPTER 5

Statutory Authority:  1976 Code Section 39-9-70.

R 5-500 et seq.
Weights and Measures Regulations

Synopsis:

The Department of Agriculture proposes these amendments to clarify and to provide more uniform standards of measurement for products sold by weight.  The majority of the provisions specific to South Carolina have been deleted, and national weight and measurement standards have been adopted by statute.  Using uniform, national recognized standards for products sold by weight and other forms of measurement, allows greater ease of products crossing state borders and ensures that South Carolina consumers have access to similar products sold around the nation.

Instructions:  Amend R.5-500 thru 5-570, Weights and Measures Regulations, Chapter 5 to reflect the following changes:

1. Replace R-5-500 with the language below.

2. Delete R-5-510.

3. Delete R-5-511.

4. Delete R-5-512.

5. Delete R-5-513.

6. Delete R-5-514.

7. Delete R-5-515.

8. Delete R-5-516.

9. Delete R-5-517.

10. Delete R-5-520.

11. Delete R-5-521.

12. Delete R-5-522.

13. Delete R-5-523.

14. Delete R-5-530.

15. Delete R-5-531.

16. Delete R-5-532.

17. Delete R-5-533.

18. Delete R-5-534.

19. Delete R-5-535.

20. Delete R-5-536.

21. Delete R-5-537.

22. Delete R-5-538.

23. Delete R-5-539.

24. Delete R-5-540

25. Delete R-5-550.

26. Delete R-5-551.

27. Delete R-5-552.

28. Delete R-5-553.

29. Delete R-5-554.

30. Delete R-5-555.

31. Delete R-5-556.

32. Delete R-5-557.

33. Delete R-5-558.

34. Delete R-5-559.

35. Delete R-5-560.

36. Delete R-5-570.

37. Add R-5-571 with language below.

38. Add R-5-572 with language below.

Text:

5‑500. Standard Weights of Commodities. 
The following shall be the legal and uniform standard weights and measures in South Carolina for the sale and purchase of the following named products of the farm, orchard, or garden and articles of merchandise: 


COMMODITY
POUNDS PER BUSHEL 


Apples,dried 
24


Apples, green 
45


Barley 
48


Beans, dried 
60


Beans, green, in pods 
28


Beets 
50


Bell pepper, small 
30


Bell pepper, large 
26


Blackberries 
48


Cane Seed 
50


Carrots 
50


Clover seed, red and white 
60


Corn, green, with shucks 
 100


Corn, in ear, shucked 
70


Corn, in ear, with shucks 
74


Corn, shelled 
56


Cornmeal 
48


Cottonseed 
30


Cucumbers, large 
40


Cucumbers, small 
50


Currants 
40


Eggplant 
50


Flaxseed 
56


Grapes, with stems 
48


Grapes, without stems 
60


Kaffir corn 
56


Melon, cantaloupe 
50


Millet, seed 
50


Oats, seed 
32


Okra, small 
40


Okra, medium 
30


Onions, button sets 
32


Onions, matured 
56


Onions, top buttons 
28


Orchard grass 
14


Parsnips 
50


Peaches, dried 
25


Peaches, matured 
50


Peanuts, dry 
22


Peanuts, Spanish, dried 
30


Pears, dried 
26


Pears, matured 
36


Peas, dried 
60


Peas, green, in hull 
28


Plums 
64


Potatoes, Irish . 
60


Potatoes, Sweet 
50


Raspberries 
48


Rutabagas 
60


Rye Grass, Italian, seed 
20


Rye seed 
56


Salads, mustard, spinach 
16


Salads, turnips, kale 
16


Sorghum seed 
50


Soybeans, ungraded 
60


Strawberries 
48


Tomatoes, red or ripe 
56


Tomatoes, green or pink 
48


Turnips 
50


Wheat. 
60

Any article of produce from garden or farm not mentioned in the above shall be the same standard per bushel or per gallon as adopted and approved by the United States Government.

5‑510. Berries and Small Fruits [delete]
5‑511. Butter, Oleomargarine, and Margarine. [delete]
5‑512. Flour, Corn Meal, and Hominy Grits. [delete]
5‑513. Meat, Poultry, and Seafood. [delete]
5‑514. Fluid Milk Products. [delete]
5‑515. Other Milk Products. [delete]
5‑516. Pickles.  [delete]
5‑517. Standard Weights and Sizes of Loaves of Bread. [delete]

5‑520. Coatings. [delete]
5‑521. Sealants. [delete]
5‑522. Peat and Peat Moss. [delete]
5‑523. Roofing and Roofing Material. [delete]
5‑530. Application. [delete]
5‑531. Definitions. [delete]
5‑532. Identity. [delete]
5‑533. Declaration of Responsibility:  Consumer and Nonconsumer Packages. [delete]
5‑534. Declaration of Quantity:  Consumer Packages. [delete]
5‑535. Declaration of Quantity:  Nonconsumer Packages. [delete]
5‑536. Prominence and Placement:  Consumer Packages. [delete]
5‑537. Prominence and Placement:  Nonconsumer Packages. [delete]
5‑538. Requirements:  Specific Consumer Commodities, Packages, Containers. [delete]
5‑539. Exemptions. [delete]
5‑540. Variations to be Allowed. [delete]
5‑550. Definitions. [delete]
5‑551. Policy. [delete]
5‑552. Reciprocity. [delete]
5‑553. Registration Fee. [delete]
5‑554. Voluntary Registration. [delete]
5‑555. Certificate of Registration. [delete]
5‑556. Privileges of a Voluntary Registrant. [delete]
5‑557. Placed in Service Report. [delete]
5‑558. Standards and Testing Equipment. [delete]
5‑559. Revocation of Certificate of Registration. [delete]
5‑560. Publication of Lists of Registered Servicemen. [delete]
5‑570. Sale or Distribution of Bulk Meat. [delete]
5-571. Prohibit Acts and Exemptions

The Department determines devices in service prior to January 1, 1995 qualify for the exemptions listed in the Uniform National Type Evaluation Regulations, handbook 130, Section 4.

5-572. Definition of Director


For the purposes of carrying out the provisions under the Uniform National Type Evaluation Regulations, the term “Director” shall mean the Commissioner of Agriculture for the South Carolina Department of Agriculture.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

The South Carolina Department of Agriculture estimates that there will be no anticipated additional costs to the State or its political subdivisions regarding the implementation and update of standards used by the Department for the regulation and administration of the Weights and Measures program.

Statement of Rationale:

The purpose of this proposal is to improve and update Regulation 5-500 et seq., concerning the standards used by the Department, as well as the administration of the South Carolina Weights and Measures program, S.C. Code section 39-9-70.  These amendments are intended to provide uniform standards and guidance for the Department related to the Uniform Weights and Measures Law, section 39-9-10 et al.  This proposal is reasonable in that it is the Department’s responsibility and duty to implement regulations that are required by law, and to update them so that they remain consistent with the law.

