
During fiscal year 2013-14, the South Carolina Department of Commerce (Commerce) was appropriated 
$682,049 designated for the S.C. Manufacturing Extension Partnership (SCMEP) in accordance with 
Proviso 50.19 of the Fiscal Year 2013-14 Appropriation Act.  In addition, the proviso requires Commerce 
to prepare a report of the prior year expenditures for the SCMEP.   

Commerce and SCMEP have entered into a partnership to work together to better integrate the activities 
of SCMEP with the state’s mission to stimulate economic activity and develop the competitiveness of 
existing small- and medium-size manufacturers in South Carolina. 

In addition, Commerce and SCMEP have integrated SCMEP’s field agent services to manufacturers in 
the state with Commerce’s existing business services.  The purpose of this program is to maintain and 
grow the relationship between Commerce and existing industry through one-on-one visits.  From June 
2013 to July 2014, 173 visits were conducted by SCMEP’s field agents. 

During each visit, information on the programs of Commerce are discussed with a few primary goals in 
mind: 

 Identify barriers or issues with the company that may be preventing efficient operation and 
possible growth 

 Identify possible new investment through potential suppliers 
 Identify possible expansion opportunities 
 Identify early warning signs of possible plant layoffs or closings 

 

For the current fiscal year, the SCMEP and Commerce have bolstered the existing industry program by 
increasing the number of client visits per quarter and working together to better assess - and address - the 
needs of our manufacturers.  This outreach will help sustain and grow industry in our state.   

SCMEP has provided Commerce with their 2013 annual impact report and annual audit, which is attached 
to this report.   

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Chris Huffman at 803-737-0462.   




























































