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The ñSC Rural Infrastructure Authority Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2016ò is submitted by the  
SC Rural Infrastructure Authority in compliance with the SC Rural Infrastructure Act (SC Code of 
Laws Ä11-50-160). Additionally, Act 119 of 2005 mandates that agencies provide all reports to the 

General Assembly in an electronic format.  
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Board of Directors  

The RIA is governed by a Board of Directors (Board) consisting of six  

members and a chairman. Strategic objectives are developed annually by 

the Board along with a program strategy for the allocation of resources. The 

Board is responsible for approving grants, establishing funding priorities and 

ensuring there are adequate management and financial procedures for  

administering grants. Members include: 

 

§ Robert M. Hitt III  Chairman, SC Department of Commerce 

§ William H. OôDell  Vice-Chairman, State Senator (In memoriam) 

§ David E. Anderson Anderson Brothers Bank 

§ William Clyburn  State Representative 

§ William Kellahan, Jr. Kellahan & Associates 

§ Michael A. Pitts  State Representative 

§ Jasper W. Shuler  Palmetto Agribusiness Council 

In January 2016, Sen. Billy OôDell passed away,  

leaving a legacy of public service including his  

participation on the RIA Board. He served as its Vice-

Chairman since the agencyôs creation in 2012.  

Sen. OôDell is remembered as a great advocate of  

the RIAôs mission to support SC communities. 
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Positioning Rural Communities  

for Success  

From the Chairmané. 

I've often said that people don't move to a city or a state, they move to a  

community. And, in South Carolina, we have an abundance of warm,  

welcoming communities. It's these communities that we must keep in 

mind as we work daily to recruit industry and jobs to our state.  

In an effort to ensure prosperity in communities of all sizes, the South  

Carolina Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA) works to provide our rural  

areas with the resources needed to foster economic growth. From water 

and sewage systems to storm drains, the RIA is tasked with establishing 

new infrastructure, as well as making upgrades to existing infrastructure. 

These efforts have yielded remarkable results. To date, the RIA has awarded $50 million in grants 

that have helped more than 98,000 residential and 6,000 business customers. With a tremendous 

resource like the RIA, the state was able to announce 49 economic development projects in rural 

counties in 2015. Those projects accounted for more than $1.1 billion in capital investment and  

approximately 5,500 new jobs. 

Despite this recent success, however, now is no time to get complacent. The continued progress of 

our rural areas will play a major role in building on the momentum weôve achieved thus far. In the 

coming year, as instructed by legislation, which passed in the 2016 Legislative Session, the RIA  

will expand its reach across the entire state, which in turn will help us put all of our communities in  

a position to win. 

Moving forward, the advancement of each of our communities will be critical as we seek to create  

opportunities for all of the citizens of this great state. Whether they be coastal or inland, urban or  

rural, all of South Carolinaôs communities have something unique to offer, and the RIA will help to  

ensure that each of them have the tools they need to succeed.  

Robert M. Hitt III 

Secretary, SC Department of Commerce 

Chairman, SC Rural Infrastructure Authority 


