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A BILL
TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-6-5080 SO AS TO PROVIDE A DESIGNATION ON INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX FORMS ENABLING A TAXPAYER TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE DRUG AWARENESS RESISTANCE EDUCATION FUND; AND BY ADDING ARTICLE 6 TO CHAPTER 53, TITLE 44 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE DRUG AWARENESS RESISTANCE EDUCATION FUND, PROVIDE FOR ITS GOVERNANCE, DUTIES, AND THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 41, Chapter 6, Title 12 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 12-6-5080.
(A) Each taxpayer required to file a state individual income tax return may contribute to the Drug Awareness Resistance Education (DARE) Fund by designating the contribution on the return.  The contribution may be made by reducing the income tax refund or by remitting additional payment by the amount designated.


(B) All South Carolina individual income tax return forms must contain a designation for the above contribution.  The instructions accompanying the income tax form must contain a description of the purposes for which the funds were established and the use of monies from the income tax contribution.


(C) The department shall determine and report annually to the fund the total amount of contributions designated. The department shall transfer the appropriate amount to each fund at the earliest possible time.  The incremental cost of administration of the contribution must be paid out of the contributions before any funds are expended as provided in this section.”

SECTION
2.
Chapter 53, Title 44 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

“Article 6

Drug Awareness Resistance Education Fund


Section 44-53-810.
The General Assembly finds:



(1)
that the future of this State rests in the hands of school children;



(2)
the Drug Abuse Resistance Education Program taught in this State and in many schools nationally provides an effective and proven awareness of instilling drug resistance skills in our school children, and promoting the hope of a secure and healthy future for these children.


Section 44-53-820.
There is established the Drug Awareness Resistance Education (DARE) Fund, an eleemosynary corporation, the resources of which must be used to promote and encourage the Drug Awareness and Resistance Education Program in this State.  The trust fund supplements and augments services provided by government agencies and does not take the place of these services.


Section 44-53-830.
(A) The DARE Fund is to be administered by a board of directors appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, and is composed of:



(1)
the Attorney General, ex officio, or his designee;



(2)
two county sheriffs, who shall serve ex officio;



(3)
two police chiefs;



(4)
two local law enforcement officers assigned to the DARE Program; and



(5)
two school principals.


Directors who are not elected officials serve by virtue of their position at the time of appointment.


(B) Members shall serve terms of four years and until successors are appointed and qualify.  A board member may be removed by  the Governor in accordance with Section 1-3-240(B).  Vacancies must be filled in the manner of the original appointment for the unexpired portion of the term.


Section 44-53-840.
Board members are not entitled to per diem but may be reimbursed for mileage and all necessary and reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their duties under this article.


Section 44-53-850.
In administering this article, the board is authorized, but not limited to:


(1)
develop and implement educational programs and campaigns in support of the DARE Program in South Carolina;


(2)
make policy recommendations for the DARE Program in South Carolina;


(3)
assess the needs of DARE Programs;


(4)
determine how the monies in the fund are to be  disbursed;


(5)
 acquire and hold property;


(6)
invest trust monies, including pooled investment funds maintained by the State;


(7)
utilize local resources including volunteers when appropriate.


Section 44-53-860.
The board shall elect a chairman from among its members and shall adopt rules for the governance of its operations.  The board shall meet at least semiannually.  Six members constitute a quorum.


Section 44-53-870.
The board may employ a director and other staff as necessary to carry out the provisions of this article; however, administration of this article may not exceed twenty percent of the total funds credited to the trust fund, excluding the administrative fee paid to the Department of Revenue pursuant to Section 12-6-5080.


Section 44-53-880.
Funds credited to the trust fund, excluding the administrative fees paid to the Department of Revenue, may be used for, but are not limited to:


(1)
administration of this article including, but not limited to, personnel and board expenses;


(2)
development and promotion of the DARE Program in this State;


(3)
a reserve fund in an interest-bearing account with five percent of the funds received by the trust fund annually to be placed in this account.  No withdrawals may be made from this account until the minimum balance has reached one hundred thousand dollars and then these funds may be used only in years in which donations do not meet the average normal operating cost incurred by the trust fund and  funds are needed to meet expenses.  Once the balance in the reserve funds reaches one hundred thousand dollars, excess fund earned by interest and yearly allocations may be used at the discretion of the board to cover operating costs and to provide additional funds.


Section 44-53-890.
The fund board annually by February first shall submit a report to the General Assembly concerning its expenditures of fund monies and activities.”

SECTION
3.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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