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AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 20-3-180, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE NAME CHANGE OF A WOMAN UPON DIVORCE, AND SECTION 20-7-420, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE JURISDICTION OF FAMILY COURT, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE THE FAMILY COURT TO GRANT ANY PARTY A NAME CHANGE AND TO ALSO GRANT SUCH A NAME CHANGE IN AN ACTION FOR SEPARATE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Name change
SECTION
1.
Section 20-3-180 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 20-3-180.
The court, upon the granting of final judgment of divorce or an order of separate maintenance, may allow a party to resume a former surname or the surname of a former spouse.”

Jurisdiction
SECTION
2.
Section 20-7-420(8) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(8)
To hear and determine actions for changing names, whether in connection with a divorce or a separate support and maintenance action or apart therefrom.”

Time effective
SECTION
3.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Approved the 23rd day of June, 1998.

