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TXT:

A BILL
AMEND SECTION 50-17-420, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTAIN FISHING NETS, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE USE OF TURTLE EXCLUDER DEVICES IN CHANNEL NETS USED FOR TAKING SHRIMP.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 50-17-420 of the 1976 Code, as amended by Section 1265, Act 181 of 1993, is further amended to read:


"Section 50-17-420.
(A)
It is unlawful for any a person to catch fish in the saltwaters of this State with a seine or gill net having a mesh size of less than three inches. For shrimp, a seine having a mesh size of not less than one-half inch nylon twine, (square mesh), or nine-sixteenths inch cotton cord, (square mesh), and a length of no more than forty feet, may be used. Any A fixed or stationary net used for taking shrimp including a channel or set net must have a width at the mouth measured across the float or head line of no more than eighty feet. No fixed or stationary net used for taking shrimp may be set within three hundred feet of a marked navigation channel. 

(B) The department may require the use of turtle excluder devices in channel or set nets used for taking shrimp.  The devices used must be of a type approved by the department, and the department may designate the times, areas, seasons, and conditions under which the devices are to be used as conditions of the channel or set net permit."

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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