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A JOINT RESOLUTION TO REQUIRE A REFERENDUM TO BE CONDUCTED AT THE TIME OF THE GENERAL ELECTION OF 1998, AT WHICH TIME THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF BAMBERG COUNTY SHALL DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE BAMBERG COUNTY HOSPITAL REMAINS OPEN AND TO PROVIDE THAT IF A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS VOTING IN THE REFERENDUM VOTE “YES”, THE HOSPITAL MAY NOT BE CLOSED FOR THREE YEARS, TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS, AND TO AUTHORIZE THE GOVERNING BODY OF BAMBERG COUNTY TO DIRECT THE REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS COMMISSION FOR BAMBERG COUNTY, AT THE TIME OF THE 1998 GENERAL ELECTION, TO PLACE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS ON THE BALLOT RELATING TO THE PROVIDING OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES TO THE CITIZENS OF BAMBERG COUNTY.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Referendum; Bamberg County Hospital
SECTION
1.
(A)
At the time of the General Election of 1998, the qualified electors of Bamberg County must be allowed to vote on the question of whether or not to close Bamberg County Hospital.  The Registration and Elections Commission of Bamberg County shall print on the ballot the following question:

“Shall the Bamberg County Hospital remain open to serve the citizens of Bamberg County?

Yes


No


Those voting in favor of the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘Yes’, and those voting against the question shall deposit a ballot with a check or cross mark in the square after the word ‘No’.”


(B)(1)
If a majority of the qualified electors vote “yes” in the referendum provided for in subsection (A), then the governing body of Bamberg County is prohibited from closing the Bamberg County Hospital 

for a period of three years.  Provided, however, if the expenses of the hospital exceed the revenues from all sources for three consecutive months the hospital may be closed.  Provided, further, notwithstanding an affirmative vote in the referendum to keep the hospital open, the county governing body may enter into contracts for the provision of health care services for the residents of Bamberg County as it deems appropriate.



(2)
If a majority of qualified electors vote “no” in the referendum provided for in subsection (A), then the governing body of Bamberg County may close the Bamberg County Hospital and make such provisions for the health care of the citizens of Bamberg County as it determines necessary.


(C)
No action may be taken by the governing body of Bamberg County with respect to determining the future of the Bamberg County Hospital until after the referendum provided in subsection (A) of this joint resolution.


(D)
The governing body of Bamberg County may direct the Bamberg County Registration and Elections Commission, at the time of the 1998 general election, to place additional questions on the ballot relating to the providing of health care services to the citizens of Bamberg County.

Time effective
SECTION
2.
This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 17th day of June, 1998.

Became law without the signature of the Governor -- 1/14/99.
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