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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO OFFER THE CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA TO HEAD FOOTBALL COACH TOMMY BOWDEN OF CLEMSON UNIVERSITY, ON THE OCCASION OF BEING NAMED THE 1999 ACC COACH OF THE YEAR.

Whereas, the members of the General Assembly note with pride the remarkable accomplishment of Head Coach Tommy Bowden on being named the 1999 ACC Coach of the Year following his first year of coaching at Clemson University; and

Whereas, Tommy was born on July 10, 1954, in Birmingham, Alabama, and is the son of proud parents Bobby and Ann Bowden; and

Whereas, Coach Bowden is married to the former Linda Joan White, whom he first met when the two were in school together at Morgantown High in West Virginia.  The couple has two children, Ryan, seventeen, a tight end on the Daniel High School team in Clemson, and Lauren, fourteen, also a student at Daniel; and

Whereas, when Tommy Bowden approached the 1999 season, he had one simple goal for his first Clemson team ‑‑ Improvement; and

Whereas, upstaged by his father once this season, Clemson Coach Tommy Bowden was able to turn the tables on dad.  Tommy Bowden, age forty‑five, was defeated by Bobby Bowden, age 70, in his father’s 300th victory on October 23rd, but Tommy beat out dad for Coach of the Year in the Atlantic Coast Conference; and

Whereas, the younger Bowden, who went 6‑5 to lead the Tigers to the Peach Bowl in his first season, received thirty‑five of a possible sixty‑eight votes cast by members of the Atlantic Coast Writers Association.  Bobby Bowden’s team went 11‑0 and ranked No. 1 in the nation, but he came in second with twenty votes; and

Whereas, Coach Tommy Bowden took over a Clemson program that had gone 3‑8 ‑‑ its worst mark since 1975 ‑‑ but was able to tie Georgia Tech and Virginia for second place in the ACC with a 5‑3 league mark; and

Whereas, Clemson was the only team in the nation to play three undefeated teams and had only five home games in Death Valley.  Still, the young and inexperienced Tigers were in every game; and

Whereas, the Clemson Tigers also made a four‑game ACC win improvement in 1999.  It is just the fifth time in ACC history that a team made that big of a league victory jump; and

Whereas, four of the Tiger’s five losses in 1999 came by four points or less and three of the five losses came against the only undefeated teams in the nation ‑‑ Marshall, Virginia Tech, and Florida State.  Two of the aforementioned teams, Florida State and Virginia Tech, clashed for the National Championship ‑‑ Florida State won; and

Whereas, Bowden Bowl I, the first‑ever meeting between father and son head coaches in college football history, took place on October 23, 1999.  Tommy faced his father Bobby’s top ranked Florida State team in Death Valley in front of a national television audience.  The Tigers lost a tough battle to the Seminoles, 17‑14, the closest margin of victory for the top‑ranked Seminoles; and

Whereas, making strong improvement in his first year with a program is nothing new for Tommy Bowden.  In the two seasons he was the head coach at Tulane, Coach Bowden took a team that had been 4‑18 in the two years previous to his arrival, and emotionally and numerically reversed the team’s fortunes with an 18‑4 record, posted an 11‑1 conference mark, and finished the 1998 season ranked seventh in the nation by both polls.  Tulane and Tennessee were the only undefeated teams in college football in 1998; and

Whereas, Coach Tommy Bowden’s vision and competitiveness has not only produced numerous winning programs, but also the respect of his players, students, fellow coaches, and the dedicated fans of the Clemson Tigers; and

Whereas, the General Assembly, along with the citizens of the Palmetto State, are extremely proud of Coach Bowden, his assistant coaches, and, of course, the fine young athletes which comprise the Clemson Football Team; and

Whereas, it is appropriate for the members of the General Assembly to pause in their deliberations, so that they might recognize the extraordinary achievements of Head Coach Tommy Bowden in his premier season at the Tigers’ helm and join Clemson fans in fevered anticipation of next year in Death Valley.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, offer their congratulations to Head Football Coach Tommy Bowden of Clemson University, on the occasion of being named the 1999 ACC Coach of the Year.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to Coach Tommy Bowden.
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