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AN ACT TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑101‑187, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GOVERNING BOARD OF A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING IS AUTHORIZED TO EXPEND FUNDS PURSUANT TO A WRITTEN POLICY ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF THE INSTITUTION FOR EVENTS WHICH RECOGNIZE ACADEMIC AND RESEARCH EXCELLENCE AND NOTEWORTHY ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY AND STAFF, STUDENTS, AND DISTINGUISHED GUESTS OF THE INSTITUTION, TO PROVIDE THAT SUCH EXPENDITURES ARE FOR A PUBLIC PURPOSE; TO PROVIDE THE SOURCE OF SUCH FUNDS, AND TO REQUIRE THE WRITTEN POLICIES TO BE FORWARDED TO THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

Public purpose

SECTION
1.
Chapter 101, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59‑101‑187.
Pursuant to a written policy adopted by the governing board of a public institution of higher learning, as defined in Section 59‑103‑5, the institution may expend funds from the sources listed in this section for events which recognize academic and research excellence and noteworthy accomplishments of members of the faculty and staff, students, and distinguished guests of the institution.  Sources of the funds for these expenditures include only:


(1)
revenues derived from athletics or other student contests;


(2)
the activities of student organizations;


(3)
the operations of canteens and bookstores; and


(4)
approved private practice plans and all nonappropriated state funds.


The expenditures of funds from these sources pursuant to the written policy of the board for the purposes stated in this section are considered to meet the public purpose test for the expenditure of public funds.  A copy of the written policy adopted by the board must be forwarded to the Commission on Higher Education.”

Time effective

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 9th day of June, 1999.

Approved the 11th day of June, 1999. 
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