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A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO CONGRATULATE THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA “LADY GAMECOCKS” SOFTBALL TEAM ON WINNING THE SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONSHIP FOR 2000, AND TO SALUTE THE TEAM, COACHES, AND SUPPORT PERSONNEL FOR ALL OF THEIR AMAZING SUCCESS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING THE 2000 SEASON.

Whereas, the 25th ranked University of South Carolina “Lady Gamecocks” softball team opened play at the 2000 Southeastern Conference Tournament in Columbus, Georgia, with a come from behind seventh inning 2‑1 win against the Eastern Division Champion and second‑seeded Wildcats of Kentucky; and

Whereas, behind the arm of All‑American Megan Matthews, the “Lady Gamecocks” remained undefeated in Southeastern Conference Tournament play and let everyone know they had “come to win” when they rolled over the 11th ranked “Crimson Tide” of Alabama with an impressive 4‑1 win; and

Whereas, taking the bitter with the sweet, the seventh‑seeded “Lady Gamecocks” suffered its first setback of Conference play with a 3‑1 loss to fourth‑seeded Arkansas that broke a six‑game Carolina winning streak; however, the “Lady Gamecocks” and the “Lady Backs” were to battle again the next day with the winner advancing to the Championship game to face either LSU or Alabama; and

Whereas, having defeated Florida 6‑0 to win the inaugural Southeastern Conference Tournament in 1997, the seventh‑seeded and 25th ranked “Lady Gamecocks” advanced to their second SEC Tournament finals with a 2‑1 win over fourth‑seeded Arkansas, thus advancing in tournament play to face undefeated and first‑seeded LSU for the Championship; and

Whereas, in a glorious victory for the “Lady Gamecocks,” South Carolina’s seventh‑seeded softball team (39‑26) captured its second Southeastern Conference Tournament title in four years with a dramatic 1‑0 win over top‑seeded and 7th ranked LSU (56‑11) in eight innings.  In the bottom of the eighth, USC finally broke the scoreless tie.  With two outs, Joyce McMillin reached on a fielder’s choice.  McCutcheon kept the “Lady Gamecocks” alive when she reached on an error by Stephanie Hastings.  The next batter, Megan Donohoo, entered the game after an injury to Debralee Troesh.  With two strikes against her, Donohoo lined a double down the right field line, scoring McCutcheon, giving USC the 1‑0 win; and

Whereas, the University of South Carolina won the inaugural SEC Tournament in 1997, defeating Florida 6‑0.  The seventh‑seeded “Lady Gamecocks” are the lowest seed to ever capture the title.  Carolina also has the honor of being the first team to win the SEC title twice.  With the win South Carolina earns the SEC’s automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament; and

Whereas, Megan Matthews was named the SEC Tournament Most Valuable Player, and Megan Matthews, Joyce McMillin and Jodi Fittro were named to the SEC All‑Tournament Team.  Superbly coached by Head Coach Joyce Compton, and Assistant Coaches Holly Aprile and Beth Keylon, the members of the University of South Carolina’s SEC Championship softball team are: Adrianna Baggetta, Heather Culver, Megan Donahoo, Kim Evans, Jodi Fittro, Adrienne Genovese, Sondra Hall, Megan Matthews, Kendra McCutcheon, Joyce McMillin, Kate Morrison, Danielle Quinones, Kim Schultz, Debralee Troesh, Jamie Williams, all of whom have exhibited the spirit of champions and become a source of pride to all South Carolinians; and

Whereas, as the “Lady Gamecocks” go forward to compete for the NCAA Championship, we are greatly pleased to have the opportunity to recognize and honor this fantastic softball team and program in this special manner.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives, by this resolution, congratulate the University of South Carolina “Lady Gamecock” softball team on winning the Southeastern Conference Tournament Championship for 2000, and salute the team, coaches, and support personnel for all of their amazing success and accomplishments during the 2000 season.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the University of South Carolina “Lady Gamecocks” SEC Championship softball team.
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