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A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE OUR VERY DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUE,  LEADER, AND FRIEND, THE HONORABLE ROBERT J. SHEHEEN AS HE RETIRES FROM TWENTY‑FOUR YEARS OF SUPERB SERVICE TO THIS BODY AND THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND TO HONOR HIM AND HIS SERVICE BY BESTOWING UPON HIM THE TITLE OF SPEAKER EMERITUS.

Whereas, the Honorable Robert J. Sheheen began his legislative career in 1977 upon election to the House of Representatives at the youthful age of thirty‑three, full of enthusiasm, determination, promise, and vision, all of which he has put to good use for the people of South Carolina; and 

Whereas, he began his distinguished career serving on the House Judiciary Committee, rising to the chairmanship in 1980 where he served until 1986, when he was elected Speaker of the House by acclamation, holding this position until 1994; and

Whereas, for the past twenty‑four years he has devoted himself in tireless service to this body and to the State of South Carolina, where, through his guidance and leadership, many far reaching, controversial, and significant laws have been crafted to the great benefit of thousands of South Carolinians; and

Whereas, his intellect, honesty and personal integrity have forged with his sense of duty, fairness, and compassion to create a compelling and effective style of leadership that has guided this body and the State of South Carolina through growing periods and difficult times; and

Whereas, through Bob’s leadership, the House of Representatives underwent revisions of its rules producing a more effective and efficient process; he guided the House through government restructuring bringing greater accountability to state government; and he has been in the forefront of issues bearing greatly on the lives of all South Carolinians, including reapportionment, annual appropriations, and the environment; and 

Whereas, Bob has been a good friend, an exceptionally valued mentor, and esteemed leader to all throughout his tenure, irrespective of differing positions on issues or political affiliations; and 

Whereas, Bob is leaving a legacy of commitment, dedication, and service above and beyond the call of duty; his vast knowledge, superb oratory, sharp wit, and wisdom will be greatly missed, as will his friendship and camaraderie; and 

Whereas, in recognition of his exceptional contributions, his distinguished service, and his unfaltering loyalty, love, and respect for this great body, it is proper and fitting that the Honorable Robert J. Sheheen be named Speaker Emeritus of the South Carolina House of Representatives.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize our very distinguished colleague, leader, and friend, the Honorable Robert J. Sheheen as he retires from twenty‑four years of superb service to this body and the State of South Carolina and to honor him and his service by bestowing upon him the title of Speaker Emeritus.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Honorable Robert J. Sheheen.
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