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TXT:

A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 50‑21‑112, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PENALTIES FOR IMPROPER OPERATION OF A VESSEL, SO AS TO INCREASE PENALTIES FOR OPERATING A VESSEL WHILE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 50‑21‑112(A) and (B) of the 1976 Code are amended to read:


“Section 50‑21‑112.
(A)
A person who, while under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or the combination of alcohol and drugs, operates, navigates, steers, or drives a moving vessel, or is in actual physical control of a moving vessel, or manipulates any moving water skis, moving aquaplane, moving surfboard, or similar moving device upon the waters of this State and does any act forbidden by law or neglects a duty imposed by law, which proximately causes great bodily injury or death of a person other than himself, is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must be punished:



(1)
by a fine of not less than five thousand dollars nor more than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor more than ten fifteen years when great bodily injury results;



(2)
by a fine of not less than ten thousand dollars nor more than twenty‑five thousand dollars and imprisonment for not less than one year nor more than ten twenty‑five years when death results.


No part of the mandatory sentences required to be imposed by this section may be suspended, and probation may not be granted for any portion.


(B)
As used in subsection (A) ‘great bodily injury’ means bodily injury which creates a substantial risk of death or which causes serious, permanent disfigurement or protracted loss or impairment of the function of a any bodily member or organ.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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